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The  Early  English  Text  Society  was  started  by  Dr.  Furnivall  in  1864  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  the  mass  of  Old  English  Literature  within  the  reach  of  the 
ordinary  student,  and  of  wiping  away  the  reproach  under  which  England  had  long 
rested,  of  having  felt  little  interest  in  the  monuments  of  her  early  language  and  life. 

On  the  starting  of  the  Society,  so  many  Texts  of  importance  were  at  once  taken  in 
hand  by  its  Editors,  that  it  became  necessary  in  1867  to  open,  besides  the  Original 
Series  with  which  the  Society  began,  an  Extra  Series  which  should  be  mainly  devoted 
to  fresh  editions  of  all  that  is  most  valuable  in  printed  MSS.  and  Caxton’s  and  other 
black-letter  books,  though  first  editions  of  MSS.  will  not  be  excluded  when  the  con¬ 
venience  of  issuing  completed  Texts  demands  their  inclusion  in  the  Extra  Series. 

During  the  thirty  years  of  the  Society’s  existence,  it  has  produced,  with  whatever 
shortcomings,  an  amount  of  good  solid  work  for  which  all  students  of  our  Language, 
and^  some  of  our  Literature,  must  be  grateful,  and  which  has  rendered  possible  the 
beginnings  (at  least)  of  proper  Histories  and  Dictionaries  of  that  Language  and 
Literature,  and  has  illustrated  the  thoughts,  the  life,  the  manners  and  customs  of  our 
forefathers  and  foremothers. 

But  the  Society’s  experience  has  shown  the  very  small  number  of  those  inheritors 
of  the  speech  of  Cynewulf,  Chaucer,  and  Shakspere,  who  care  two  guineas  a  year  for 
the  records  of  that  speech.  ‘Let  the  dead  past  bury  its  dead’  is  still  the  cry  of  Great 
Britain  and  her  Colonies,  and  of  America,  in  the  matter  of  language.  The  Society  has 
never  had  money  enough  to  produce  the  Texts  that  could  easily  have  been  got  ready 
for  it ;  and  many  Editors  are  now  anxious  to  send  to  press  the  work  they  have  pre¬ 
pared.  The  necessity  has  therefore  arisen  for  trying  whether  more  Texts  can  be  got 
out  by  the  plan  of  issuing  them  in  advance  of  the  current  year,  so  that  those  Members 
who  like  to  pay  for  them  by  advance  Subscriptions,  can  do  so,  while  those  who  prefer 
to  wait  for  the  year  for  which  the  volumes  are  markt,  can  do  so  too.  To  such  waiters, 
the  plan  will  be  no  injury,  but  a  gain,  as  every  year’s  Texts  will  then  be  ready  on  the 
New  Year’s  Day  on  which  the  Subscription  for  them  is  paid. 

.  .  ^le  Recess  of  this  plan  will  depend  on  the  support  it  receives  from  Members,  as 
it  is  obvious  that  the  Society’s  printers  must  be  paid  half  or  two-thirds  of  their  bill 
for  a  Text  within  a  few  months  of  its  production.  Appeal  is  therefore  made  to  all 
Members  who  can  spare  advance  Subscriptions,  to  pay  them  as  soon  as  they  get  notice 
that  the  lexts  for  any  future  year  are  ready.  In  1892,  the  Texts  for  1893  were 
issued  ;  in  1893,  those  for  1894  and  1895  ;  those  for  1896-7  in  1894. 

Subscription  to  the  Society,  which  constitutes  membership,  is  £1  Is.  a  year 
[and  £1  Is.  additional  for  the  Extra  Series],  due  in  advance  on  the  1st  of  January, 
and  should  be  paid  either  to  the  Society’s  Account  at  the  Head  Office  of  the  Union 
Bank  of  London,  Princes  Street,  London,  E.C.,  or  by  Cheque,  Postal  Order,  or  Money - 
Order  to  the  Hon.  Secretary,  W.  A.  Dalziel,  Esq.,  67,  Victoria  Rd.,  Finsbury  Park, 
London,  N.,  and  crost  ‘  Union  Bank  of  London.’  (United-States  Subscribers  must  pay 
tor  postage  Is.  4d  a  year  extra  for  the  Original  Series,  and  Is.  a  year  for  the  Extra 
benes.)  Ihe  Society’s  Texts  are  also  sold  separately  at  the  prices  put  after  them  in 
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Original  and  Extra  Series  Books ,  1894-7. 


November  1894.  For  this  year  the  Original-Series  Texts  were  issued  in  1893,  and  so  were 
the  Extra-Series  Texts.  The  Texts  of  both  Series  for  1895  are  now  ready,  as  well  as  the 
Original-Series  Texts  for  1896  and  1897.  The  Extra-Series  Texts  for  1896  and  ’97  will,  it  is 
hoped,  be  issued  in  1895.  Members  are  askt  to  send  their  two-  or  three-years’  subscrip¬ 
tions  for  both  Series  at  once  in  advance. 

The  Original-Series  Texts  for  1894  are — No.  102.  Part  I  of  Dr.  R.  von  Fleisclihacker’s 
edition  of  the  englisht  Lanfranc's  Cirurgic,  about  1400  a.d.,  a  treatise  perhaps  more  valuable 
for  Dictionary  purposes  than  any  yet  issued  by  the  Society,  which  takes  up  to  Chaucer’s 
death  the  whole  class  of  surgical  and  medical  words  (besides  many  others  of  common  speech) 
which  we  before  had  only  from  the  black-letters  of  Queen  Elizabeth’s  time.  No.  103,  is  Prof. 
Napier’s  edition  of  a  12th-century  Homily  on  the  Legend  of  the  Cross,  with  an  Introduction 
on  the  different  Legends  about  it,  an  incomplete  Chester  Hymn  to  the  Virgin  of  the  13tli 
century,  and  a  short  Paper  on  the  soft  and  hard  g' s  of  the  Ormulum  MS.,  with  a  facsimile. 

The  Extra-Series  Texts  for  1894  are  No.  LXV,  the  3rd  and  last  Part  of  Sir  Bcvis  of 
Hamton,  edited  by  Prof.  Kolbing,  Ph.D.,  and  No.  LXYI,  Lydgate’s  and  Burgh’s  Sccrees  of 
Philisoffres,  edited  by  Robert  Steele,  B.A.,  Lydgate’s  last  and  unfinish t  work. 

For  1895,  the  first  Text  of  the  Original  Series  is  No.  104,  Part  I  of  Mr.  Gollancz’s  re¬ 
edition  of  The  Exeter  Boole,  from  the  unique  MS.,  a  collection  of  the  choicest  Anglo-Saxon 
lyric  poetry,  with  a  modern  English  translation.  The  second  is  Part  I  of  the  Prymer  or 
Lay  Folks  Prayer-Book,  from  the  MS.  ab.  1420  A.D.,  in  the  Cambr.  Univ.  Libr.,  ed.  by  Mr. 
Hy.  Littlehales,  with  two  leaves  of  Facsimiles.  This  forms  a  valuable  portion  of  the 
(Society’s  Pre-Reformation  vernacular  Liturgical  Series,  undertaken  on  the  recommendation 
of  the  late  Canon  Simmons. 

The  Extra-Series  Texts  for  1895  are  two  prose  Romances  from  unique  MSS.,  about  1500 
A.D.,  englisht  from  French  originals  :  The  Three  Kings'  Sons  (of  France,  Scotland,  England), 
Part  I,  the  text,  ed.  Dr.  F.  J.  Furnivall ;  Melusine,  Pt.  I,  the  text,  ed.  A.  K.  Donald,  B.A. 

The  Original-Series  Texts  for  1896  are  both  dialectal :  No.  106,  Richard  Misyn’s — he  was 
Prior  of  Lincoln — englishings  in  1434  and  1435  of  Richard  Rolle  of  Hampole’s  Fire  of  Love 
and  Mending  of  Life,  edited  by  the  Rev.  Rt.  Harvey,  M.A.,  Headmaster  of  the  Cork  Grammar 
School ; — this  Text,  tho  not  in  a  pure  dialect,  is  interesting  for  forms  like  sarif,  for  serve, 
kc.  ; — and  No.  107,  The  English  Conquest  of  Ireland,  1166-85,  two  parallel- texts  of  about 
1425  and  1440,  of  which  the  earlier  has  now  and  then  dyng,  tynge,  for  thing,  &c.,  edited  by 
Dr.  Furnivall. 

The  Extra-Series  Texts  for  1896  will  doubtless  be  the  Second  Part  of  the  prose  Romance 
of  Melusine — Introduction,  with  ten  facsimiles  of  the  best  woodblocks  of  the  old  foreign 
black-letter  editions,  Glossary,  &c.,  by  A.  K.  Donald,  B.A.  ;  and  a  new  edition  of  the  famous 
Early-Englisli  Dictionary  (English  and  Latin),  Promptorium  Parvulorum ,  from  the  Win¬ 
chester  MS.,  ab.  1440  a.d.  :  in  this,  the  Editor,  the  Rev.  A.  L.  Mayhew,  M.A.,  will  follow 
ind  print  his  MS.  not  only  in  its  arrangement  of  nouns  first,  and  verbs  second,  under  every 
letter  of  the  Alphabet,  but  also  in  its  giving  of  the  flexions  of  the  words.  The  Society’s 
edition  will  thus  be  the  first  modern  one  that  really  represents  its  original,  a  point  on  which 
Mr.  Mayhew’s  insistance  will  meet  with  the  sympathy  of  all  our  Members. 

For  1897,  the  Original- Series  Texts  are,  No.  108,  Child-Marriages  and  -Divorces,  Troth- 
oli ghts,  Adulteries,  Affiliations,  Libels,  Wills,  Miscellanea,  Clandestine  Marriages,  Deposi¬ 
tions  in  Trials  in  the  Bishop’s  Court,  Chester,  a.d.  1561-6,  with  Entries  from  the  Chester 
Mayors'  Books,  1558-1600,  ed.  Dr.  F.  J.  Furnivall, — a  most  curious- volume,  full  of  the  social 
ife  of  its  time  ; — and  Part  II  of  the  Prymer  or  Lay- Folks'  Prayer-book,  edited  by  Mr.  Henry 
Attlehales,  with  a  Paper  by  Mr.  Bishop  on  the  Origin  and  Growth  of  the  Prymer. 

The  Extra-Series  Texts  for  1897  will  probably  be  Dr.  Norman  Moore’s  re-edition  of  The 
Book  of  the  Foundation  of  St.  Bartholomew' s  Hospital,  London,  from  the  unique  MS.  ab. 
1425,  which  gives  an  account  of  the  Founder,  Rahere,  and  the  miraculous  cures  wrought  at 
he  Hospital ; — Lydgate’s  Assembly  of  the  Gods,  ed.  Dr.  Oscar  L.  Triggs,  and  The  Craft 
f  Nombrynge,  with  other  of  the  earliest  englisht  Treatises  on  Arithmetic,  edited  by  R. 
steele,  B.A.,  or  Alexander  Scott's  Poems,  1568,  from  the  unique  Edinburgh  MS.,  ed.  A.  K. 
Donald,  B.A. 

The  first  Original-Series  Text  for  1898  will  be  No.  110,  Queen  Elizabeth's  Englishings  of 
Boethius  de  Consolatione,  Plutarch’s  Be  Curiositatc,  and  part  of  Horace,  De  Arte  Poetica,  edited 
rom  the  unique  MS.  (a  portion  in  the  Queen’s  own  hand)  in  the  Public  Record  Office,  London, 
>y  the  late  Miss  C.  Pemberton,  with  a  Facsimile,  and  a  note  on  the  Queen’s  use  of  i  for  long  c. 

During  1892,  two  unexpected  sources  of  help  to  the  Society  sprang  up.  First,  Mr.  Henry 
ffttlehales  of  Bexley  Heath,  who  had  printed  a  MS.  of  the  English  Prymer,  ab.  1400  a.d., 
:indly  offerd  to  copy,  and  pay  for  the  setting,  not  only  of  the  Cambridge  University  MS  of 
he  Prymer,  ab.  1425  a.d.,  but  also  of  a  series  of  extracts  from  the  Rochester  Diocesan  Reg- 
sters,  illustrating  the  religious  condition  and  social  life  of  the  diocese. 

The  second  promise  of  help  came,  most  gratify ingly,  from  the  University  of  Chicago.  Two 
’rofessors  in  the  English  Department  there,  Mr.  MacClintock  and  Mr.  Oscar  Triggs — with  the 
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Texts  'preparing.  Texts  of  both  Series  for  1898-9.  Deguilleville. 

assent  of  their  Principal,  Dr.  Harper — agreed  to  edit  and  print  at  the  Chicago  Uni  vers 
Press,  two  Early  English  Texts  to  be  issued  jointly  by  the  University  and  the  E.  E.  T.  Socie 
the  Society  paying  for  its  electrotypes.  Prof.  MacClintock  chose  the  theological  collect 
of  John  Lacy  of  Newcastle,  a.d.  1434,  and  Prof.  Triggs  chose  Lydgate’s  Assembly  of  the  G( 
The  latter  of  these  is  now  at  press  in  Chicago. 

Such  relief  as  the  E.  E.  T.  Soc.  gets  from  the  above-named  helpers  will  be  devoted  to 
Reprinting  Fund.  The  out-of-print  Texts  for  1866  are  greatly  wanted  by  members  a 
collectors  to  complete  their  sets  of  the  Society’s  publications. 

An  urgent  appeal  is  hereby  made  to  Members  to  increase  the  list  of  Subscribers  to 
E.  E.  Text  Society.  It  is  nothing  less  than  a  scandal  that  the  Hellenic  Society  should  h; 
nearly  1000  members,  while  the  Early  English  Text  Society  has  only  about  300  ! 

The  Original-Series  Texts  for  1898  and  1899  will  be  chosen  from  books  already 
press  :  Part  II  of  the  Minor  Poems  of  the  Vernon  MS.,  edited  by  Dr.  F.  J.  Furnivall ;  1 
Gollancz’s  re-edited  Exeter-Book — Anglo-Saxon  Poems  from  the  unique  MS.  in  Exe 
Cathedral — Part  II  ;  Dr.  Bruce’s  Introduction  to  The  English  Conquest  of  Ireland,  Part  1 
Dr.  Furnivall’s  edition  of  the  Lichfield  Gilds,  which  is  all  printed,  and  waits  only  for 
Introduction,  that  Prof.  E.  C.  K.  Gonner  has  kindly  undertaken  to  write  for  the  book.  Pi 
Mead  has  sent  to  press  the  completion  of  the  prose  Merlin,  for  which  the  Society  has  h 
looking  in  vain  from  its  Treasurer  since  1870.  Miss  Mary  Bateson  has  at  press  GeOj 
Ashby’s  Active  Policy  of  a  Prince,  &c.,  from  the  unique  MS,  a.d.  1463.  Mr.  Utley  is  ho 
from  Roumania,  and  promises  to  finish  Lyndcsay's  Works  this  year.  Dr.  G.  Herzfeld’s 
edition  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  Martyrology  is  all  in  type.  Part  II  of  Dr.  Holthausen’s  V\ 
and  Virtues  needs  only  its  Glossary. 

Mr.  Steele  has  in  type,  besides  the  earliest  Treatise  on  Arithmetic,  englisht  from  Johan 
de  Sacro  Bosco,  two  prose  englishings  of  the  Secreta  Secrctorum  from  MSS.  at  Lambeth, 
second  of  which  is  very  rich  in  new  words.  A  version  by  James  Yonge  in  1428,  made 
the  Earl  of  Ormonde,  has  been  copied  from  its  Rawlinson  MS.  at  Oxford,  and  collated  w 
the  later  Lambeth  MS.  All  three  versions  differ  widely. 

The  Texts  for  the  Extra  Series  in  1898  and  1899  will  be  chosen  from  The  Three  Kir 
Sons,  Part  II,  the  Introduction  &c.  by  Dr.  Leon  Kellner ;  The  Towneley  Plays,  re-edi 
from  the  unique  MS.  by  Mr.  George  England  and  A.  W.  Pollard,  M.A.  ;  Part  II  of  j 
Chester  Plays,  re-edited  from  the  MSS.,  with  a  full  collation  of  the  formerly  missing  Dev< 
shire  MS.,  by  Mr.  G.  England  (at  press)  ;  the  Parallel-Text  of  the  only  two  MSS.  of  i 
Owl  and  Nightingale,  edited  by  Mr.  G.  F.  H.  Sykes  (at  press)  ;  Hoccleve’s  englishing 
De  Regimine  Principum,  1411-12,  and  Robert  of  Brunne’s  Handlyng  Synne,  edited  by  J 
Furnivall ;  Deguilleville’s  Pilgrimage  of  the  Life  of  Man,  three  prose  versions — two  Engli 
one  French — edited  by  G.  N.  Currie,  M.A.  Some  of  these  Texts  will  be  ready  in  18 
Members  are  therefore  askt  to  send  Advance  Subscriptions  for  1895,  1896,  1897  and  18! 
in  order  that  the  1895-8  books  may  be  issued  to  them  as  soon  as  the  editions  are  finis 
The  Society’s  experience  has  shown  that  Editors  must  be  taken  when  they  are  in  1 
humour  for  work.  All  real  Students  and  furtlierers  of  the  Society’s  purpose  will 
ready  to  push-on  the  issue  of  Texts.  Those  Members  who  care  only  a  guinea  a  year 
can  afford  only  that  sum)  for  the  history  of  our  language  and  our  nation’s  thought,  will  ) 
be  hurt  by  those  who  care  more,  getting  their  books  in  advance  ;  on  the  contrary,  tl 
will  be  benefited,  as  each  successive  year’s  work  will  then  be  ready  for  issue  on  New  Yet 
Day.  Members  are  askt  to  realise  the  fact  that  the  Society  has  now  50  years’  work  on 
Lists, — at  its  present  rate  of  production, — and  that  there  is  from  100  to  200  more  yet 
work  to  come  after  that.  The  year  2000  will  not  see  finisht  all  the  Texts  that  the  Socf 
ought  to  print. 

Mr.  G.  N.  Currie  is  preparing  an  edition  of  the  15th  and  16th  century  Prose  Versions 
Guillaume  de  Deguilleville’s  Pilgrimage  of  the  Life  of  Man,  with  the  French  prose  vers 
by  Jean  Gallopes,  from  Mr.  Henry  Hucks  Gibbs’s  MS.,  Mr.  Gibbs  having  generou 
promist  to  pay  the  extra  cost  of  printing  the  French  text,  and  engraving  one  or  two  of 
illuminations  in  his  MS. 

Guillaume  de  Deguilleville,  monk  of  the  Cistercian  abbey  of  Chaalis,  in  the  diocese 
Senlis,  wrote  his  first  verse  Pclerinaige  de  V Homme  in  1330-1  when  he  was  36.1  Tvventy-i 
(or  six)  years  after,  in  1355,  he  revised  his  poem,  and  issued  a  second  version  of  it,  and  t 
is  the  only  one  that  has  been  printed.  Of  the  prose  representative  of  the  first  version,  1330 
a  prose  Englishing,  about  1430  a.d.,  was  edited  by  Mr.  Aldis  Wright  for  the  Roxburghe  Cl 
in  1869,  from  MS.  Ff.  5.  30  in  the  Cambridge  University  Library.  Other  copies  of  this  pr 
English  are  in  the  Hunterian  Museum,  Glasgow,  Q.  2.  25  ;  Univ.  Coll,  and  Corpus  Chris 
Oxford2 ;  and  the  Laud  Collection  in  the  Bodleian,  no.  740.  A  copy  in  the  Northern  dial 
is  MS.  G.  21,  in  St.  John’s  Coll.,  Cambridge,  and  this  is  the  MS.  which  will  be  edited  by 
Sidney  J.  Herrtage  for  the  E.  E.  Text  Society.  The  Laud  MS.  740  was  somewhat  conde 
and  modernised,  in  the  17th  century,  into  MS.  Ff.  6.  30,  in  the  Cambridge  University  L 

o  was  6orn  about  1295.  See  Abb6  Goujet’s  Bibliothequefrangaise,  Vol.  IX,  p.  73-4. — P.  M. 

-  These  3  MSS.  have  not  yet  been  collated,  but  are  believed  to  be  all  of  the  same  version. 
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(  ry:1  “The  Pilgrime  or  the  Pilgrimage  of  Man  in  this  World,”  copied  by  Will.  Baspoole, 
j  nose  copy  “  was  verbatim  written  by  Walter  Parker,  1645,  and  from  thence  transcribed  by 
,j.  G.  1649  ;  and  from  thence  by  W.  A.  1655.”  This  last  copy  may  have  been  read  by,  or 
^s  story  reported  to,  Bunyan,  and  may  have  been  the  groundwork  of  his  Pilgrim’s  Progress. 

:  will  be  edited  by  Mr.  Currie  for  the  E.  E.  T.  Soc.,  its  text  running  under  the  earlier 
.jUglisli,  as  in  Mr.  Herrtage’s  edition  of  the  Gesta  Romanorum  for  the  Society.  In  February 
'  164, 2  Jean  Gallopes — a  clerk  of  Angers,  afterwards  chaplain  to  John,  Duke  of  Bedford, 
egent  of  France — turned  Deguilleville’s  first  verse  Pclerinaigc  into  a  prose  Ptlerinage  de  la  vie 
Qimaine. 3  By  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Hy.  Hucks  Gibbs,  as  above  mentiond,  Gallopes’s  French 
j(xt  will  be  printed  opposite  the  early  prose  northern  Englishing  in  the  Society’s  edition. 

The  Second  Version  of  Deguilleville’s  Pelerinaige  de  V  Homme,  a.d.  1355  or  -6,  was  englisht 
c.  verse  by  Lydgate  in  1426.  Of  Lydgate’s  poem,  the  larger  part  is  in  the  Cotton  MS. 
vitellius  C.  xiii  (leaves  2-308).  This  MS.  leaves  out  Chaucer’s  englishing  of  Deguilleville’s 
ABC  or  Prayer  to  the  Virgin,  of  which  the  successive  stanzas  start  with  A,  B,  C,  and  run  all 
;hro’  the  alphabet ;  and  it  has  2  gaps,  of  which  most  of  the  second  can  be  fild  up  from  the 
knd  of  the  other  imperfect  MS.  Cotton,  Tiberius  A  vii.  The  rest  of  the  stopgaps  must  be  got 
rom  the  original  French  in  Harleian  4399, 4  and  Additional  22,9375  and  25,5946  in  the 
British  Museum.  Lydgate’s  version  will  be  edited  in  due  course  for  the  Society. 

Besides  his  first  Pelerinaige  de  Vhomme  in  its  two  versions,  Deguilleville  wrote  a  second, 
de  l’ame  separee  du  corps,”  and  a  third,  “de  nostre  seigneur  Iesus.”  Of  the  second,  a  prose 
j  nglishing  of  1413,  The  Pilgrimage  of  the  Sowle  (perhaps  in  part  by  Lydgate),  exists  in  the 
.gerton  MS.  615, 7  at  Hatfield,  Cambridge  (Univ.  Kk.  1.  7,  Caius),  Oxford  (Univ.  Coll,  and 
lorpus),  and  in  Caxton’s edition  of  1483.  This  version  has  ‘somewhat  of  addicions  ’as  Caxton 
ays,  and  some  shortenings  too,  as  the  maker  of  both,  the  first  translator,  tells  us  in  the  MSS. 
’axton  leaves  out  the  earlier  englisher’s  interesting  Epilog  in  the  Egerton  MS.  This  prose 
mglishing  of  the  Sowle  will  be  edited  for  the  Society  after  that  of  the  Man  is  finisht,  and  will 
lave  Gallopes’s  French  opposite  it,  from  Mr.  Gibbs’s  MS.,  as  his  gift  to  the  Society.  Of  the 
^ilgrimage  of  Jesus,  no  englishing  is  known. 

As  to  the  MS.  Anglo-Saxon  Psalters,  Dr.  Hy.  Sweet  has  edited  the  oldest  MS.,  the 
7espasian,  in  his  Oldest  English  Texts  for  the  Society,  and  Mr.  Harsley  has  edited  the 
.atest,  c.  1150,  Eadwine’s  Canterbury  Psalter.  The  other  MSS.,  except  the  Paris  one,  being 
nterlinear  versions, — some  of  the  Roman-Latin  redaction,  and  some  of  the  Gallican, — Prof, 
jogeman  has  prepared  for  press,  a  Parallel-Text  edition  of  the  first  twelve  Psalms,  to  start  the 
omplete  work.  He  will  do  his  best  to  get  the  Paris  Psalter — tho’  it  is  not  an  interlinear 
me — into  this  collective  edition  ;  but  the  additional  matter,  especially  in  the  Verse-Psalms, 
s  very  difficult  to  manage.  If  the  Paris  text  cannot  be  parallelised,  it  will  form  a  separate 
volume.  The  Early  English  Psalters  are  all  independent  versions,  and  will  follow  separately 
in  due  course. 

Through  the  good  offices  of  the  Examiners,  some  of  the  books  for  the  Early-English  Ex¬ 
aminations  of  the  University  of  London  will  be  chosen  from  the  Society’s  publications,  the 
Committee  having  undertaken  to  supply  such  books  to  students  at  a  large  reduction  in  price, 
rhe  profits  from  these  sales,  after  the  payment  of  costs  arising  out  of  the  issuing  of  such  Texts 
o  Students,  will  be  applied  to  the  Society’s  Reprints.  Five  of  its  1866  Texts,  and  one  of  its 
867  (now  at  press),  still  need  reproducing.  Donations  for  this  purpose  will  be  welcome, 
.’hey  should  be  paid  to  the  Hon.  Sec.,  Mr.  W.  A.  Dalziel,  67  Victoria  Rd.,  Finsbury  Park, 
London,  N. 

Members  are  reminded  that  fresh  Subscribers  are  always  wanted,  and  that  the  Committee 
,an  at  anytime,  on  short  notice,  send  to  press  an  additional  Thousand  Pounds’  worth  of  work. 

The  Subscribers  to  the  Original  Series  must  be  prepared  for  the  issue  of  the  whole  of  tho 
Sarly  English  Lives  of  Saints,  sooner  or  later.  The  Society  cannot  leave  out  any  of  them, 
jVen  though  some  are  dull.  The  Sinners  would  doubtless  be  much  more  interesting.  But  in 
lany  Saints’  Lives  will  be  found  valuable  incidental  details  of  our  forefathers’  social  state, 
)nd  all  are  worthful  for  the  history  of  our  language.  The  Lives  may  be  lookt  on  as  the 
eligious  romances  or  story-books  of  their  period. 

The  Standard  Collection  of  Saints’  Lives  in  the  Corpus  and  Ashmole  MSS.,  the  Harleian 
MS.  2277,  &c.  will  repeat  the  Laud  set,  our  No.  87,  with  additions,  and  in  right  order.  (The 
oundation  MS.  (Laud  108)  had  to  be  printed  first,  to  prevent  quite  unwieldy  collations.)  The 
Supplementary  Lives  from  the  Vernon  and  other  MSS.  will  form  one  or  two  separate  volumes. 

Besides  the  Saints’  Lives,  Trevisa’s  englishing  of  Bartholomceus  de  Proprietatibus  Rerum , 
he  mediseval  Cyclopaedia  of  Science,  &c.,  will  be  the  Society’s  next  big  undertaking.  Dr. 

1  Another  MS.  is  in  the  Pepys  Library. 

2  According  to  Mr.  Hy.  Hucks  Gibbs’s  MS. 

3  These  were  printed  in  France,  late  in  the  15th  or  early  in  the  16th  century. 

4  15th  cent.,  containing  only  the  Vie  humaine. 

5  15th  cent.,  containing  all  the  3  Pilgrimages,  the  3rd  being  Jesus  Christ’s. 

6  14th  cent.,  containing  the  Vie  liumaine  and  the  2nd  Pilgrimage,  de  I’Ame :  both  incomplete. 

7  Ab.  1430,  106  leaves  (leaf  1  of  text  wanting),  with  illuminations  of  nice  little  devils— red,  green,  tawny 
fcc. — and  damnd  souls,  fires,  angels  <fcc. 
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II.  von  Fleisclih acker  will  edit  it.  Prof.  Napier  of  Oxford,  wishing  to  have  the  whole  o 
our  MS.  Anglo-Saxon  in  type,  and  accessible  to  students,  will  edit  for  the  Society  all  tli 
un printed  and  other  Anglo-Saxon  Homilies  which  are  not  included  in  Thorpe’s  edition  o 
yElfric’s  prose,1  Dr.  Morris’s  of  the  Blickling  Homilies,  and  Prof.  Skeat’s  of  iElfric’s  Metrica 
Homilies.  Prof.  Kolbing  has  also  undertaken  for  the  Society’s  Extra  Series  a  Parallel-Tex 
of  all  the  six  MSS.  of  the  Ancren  Riwle,  one  of  the  most  important  foundation-documents  o 
Early  English.  Mr.  Harvey,  too,  means  to  prepare  an  edition  of  the  three  MSS.  of  thi 
Earliest  English  Metrical  Psalter ,  one  of  which  was  edited  by  the  late  Mr.  Stevenson  for  tin 
Surtees  Society. 

In  case  more  Texts  are  ready  at  any  time  than  can  be  paid  for  by  the  current  year’s  in 
come,  they  will  be  dated  the  next  year,  and  issued  in  advance  to  such  Members  as  will  pay  advan  o 
subscriptions.  The  1886-7  delay  in  getting  out  Texts  must  not  occur  again,  if  it  can  possible 
be  avoided.  The  Director  has  in  hand  for  future  volunteer  Editors,  copies  of  2  or  3  MSS. 

Members  of  the  Society  will  learn  with  pleasure  that  its  example  has  been  followed,  no 
only  by  the  Old  French  Text  Society  which  has  done  such  admirable  work  under  its  founder, 
Profs.  Paul  Meyer  and  Gaston  Paris,  but  also  by  the  Early  Russian  Text  Society,  which  was 
set  on  foot  in  1877,  and  has  since  issued  many  excellent  editions  of  old  MS.  Chronicles  &c. 

Members  will  also  note  with  pleasure  the  annexation  of  large  tracts  of  our  Early  Englisl 
territory  by  the  important  German  contingent  under  General  Zupitza,  Colonels  Kolbing  am 
Horstmann,  volunteers  Hausknecht,  Einenkel,  Haenisch,  Kaluza,  Hupe,  Adam,  Holthausen 
Schick,  &c.  &c.  Scandinavia  has  also  sent  us  Prof.  Erdmann  ;  Holland,  Prof.  H.  Logeman, 
who  is  now  working  in  Belgium  ;  France,  Prof.  Paul  Meyer — with  Gaston  Paris  as  adviser 

_ Italy,  Prof.  Lattanzi ;  Hungary,  Dr.  von  Fleischhacker  ;  while  America  is  represented  bj 

Prof.  Child,  Dr.  Mary  Noyes  Colvin,  Profs.  Mead,  Perrin,  McClintock,  Triggs,  &c.  The  sym¬ 
pathy,  the  ready  help,  which  the  Society’s  work  has  cald  forth  from  the  Continent  and  the 
United  States,  have  been  among  the  pleasantest  experiences  of  the  Society’s  life,  a  real  aid 
and  cheer  amid  all  troubles  and  discouragements.  All  our  Members  are  grateful  for  it,  and 
recognise  that  the  bond  their  work  has  woven  between  them  and  the  lovers  of  language  and 
antiquity  across  the  seas  is  one  of  the  most  welcome  results  of  the  Society’s  efforts. 


ORIGINAL  SERIES. 

Half  the  Publications  for  1866  (13,  14,  15,  18,  22)  are  out  of  print,  but  will  be  gradually 
reprinted.  Subscribers  who  desire  the  issue  for  1866  should  send  their  guineas  at  once  to  the 
Hon.  Secretary,  in  order  that  other  Texts  for  1866  may  be  sent  to  press. 

The  Publications  for  1864-1897  ( one  guinea  each  year ,  save  those  for  1866  now  halj 
out  of  print,  two  guineas)  are  ; — 

1.  Early  English  Alliterative  Poems,  ab.  1360  a.d.,  ed.  Rev.  Dr.  R.  Morris.  16s.  1864 

2.  Arthur,  ab.  1440,  ed.  F.  J.  Furnivall,  M.A.  4s.  ,, 

3.  Lauder  on  the  Dewtie  of  Kyngis,  &c.,  1556,  ed.  F.  Hall,  D.C.L.  4s.  ,, 

4.  Sir  Gawayne  and  the  Green  Knight,  ab.  1360,  ed.  Rev.  Dr.  R.  Morris.  10s.  ,, 

5.  Hume’s  Orthographie  and  Congruitie  of  the  Britan  Tongue,  ab.  1617,  ed.  H.  B.  Wheatley.  4s.  1865 

6.  Lancelot  of  the  Laik,  ab.  1500,  ed.  Rev.  W.  W.  Skeat.  Ss.  ,, 

7.  Genesis  &  Exodus,  ab.  1250,  ed.  Rev.  Dr.  R.  Morris.  8s.  ,, 

S.  Morte  Arthure,  ab.  1440,  ed.  E.  Brock.  7s.  ,, 

9.  Thynne  on  Speght’s  ed.  of  Chaucer,  a.d.  1599,  ed.  Dr.  G.  Kingsley  and  Dr.  F.  J.  Furnivall.  10s.  ,, 

10.  Merlin,  ab.  1440,  Part  I.,  ed.  H.  B.  Wheatley.  2s.  6d.  ., 

11.  Lyndesay’s  Monarche,  &c. ,  1552,  Part  I.,  ed.  J.  Small,  M.A.  3s.  ,, 

12.  Wright’s  Chaste  Wife,  ab.  1462,  ed.  F.  J.  Furnivall,  M.A.  Is.  ,, 

13.  Seinte  Marherete,  1200-1330,  ed.  Rev.  O.  Cockayne  :  to  be  re-edited  by  Prof.  Herford,  M.A.,  Ph.D.  1866 

14.  Kyng  Horn,  Floris  and  Blancheflour,  &c.,  ed.  Rev.  J.  R.  Lutnby,  B.D.  ,, 

15.  Political,  Religious,  and  Love  Poems,  ed.  F.  J.  Furnivall.  ,, 

16.  The  Book  of  Q,uinte  Essence,  ab.  1460-70,  ed.  F.  J.  Furnivall.  Is.  [In  print.]  ,, 

17.  Parallel  Extracts  from  45  MSS.  of  Piers  the  Plowman,  ed.  Rev.  W.  W.  Skeat.  Is.  [In  print.  ]  ,, 

18.  Hali  Meidenhad,  ab.  1200,  ed.  Rev.  O.  Cockayne.  ,, 

19.  Lyndesay’s  Monarche,  &c.,  Part  II.,  ed.  J.  Small,  M.A.  3 s.  6cl.  [hi print.']  ,, 

20.  Hampole’s  English  Prose  Treatises,  ed.  Rev.  G.  G.  Perry.  Is.  [In  print.]  ,, 

21.  Merlin,  Part  II.,  ed.  II.  B.  Wheatley.  4s.  [In  print.]  ,, 

22.  Partenay  or  Lusignen,  ed.  Rev.  W.  W.  Skeat.  ,, 

23.  Dan  Michel’s  Ayenbite  of  Inwyt,  1340,  ed.  Rev.  Dr.  R.  Morris.  10s.  6d.  [In  print.]  ,, 

24.  Hymns  to  the  Virgin  and  Christ ;  the  Parliament  of  Devils,  &c. ,  ab.  1430,  ed.  F.  J.  Furnivall.  [At  Press.  1867 

25.  The  Stacions  of  Rome,  the  Pilgrims’  Sea-voyage,  with  Clene  Maydenhod,  ed.  F.  J.  Furnivall.  Is.  ,, 

26.  Religious  Pieces  in  Prose  and  Verse,  from  R.  Thornton’s  MS.  (ab.  1440),  ed.  Rev.  G.  G.  Perry.  2s.  ,, 

27.  Levins’s  Manipulus  Vocabulorum,  a  ryming  Dictionary,  1570,  ed.  H.  B.  Wheatley.  12s.  , , 

1  these,  Mr.  Iiarsley  is  preparing  a  new  edition,  with  collations  of  all  the  MSS.  Many  copies  oi 
Thorpe  s  book,  not  issued  by  the  Ailfric  Society,  are  still  in  stock. 

Of  the  Vercelli  Homilies,  the  Society  has  bought  the  copy  made  by  Prof.  G.  Lattanzi." 
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William’s  Vision  of  Piers  the  Plowman,  1362  a.d.  ;  Text  A,  Part  I.,  ed.  Rev.  W.  W.  Skeat.  6s.  1S67 

Old  English  Homilies  (ab.  1220-30  a.  d.).  Parti.  Edited  by  Rev.  Dr.  R.  Morris.  7s.  ,, 

Pierce  the  Ploughmans  Crede,  ed.  Rev.  W.  W.  Skeat.  2s.  ,, 

Myrc’s  Duties  of  a  Parish  Priest,  in  Verse,  ab.  1420  a.d.,  ed.  E.  Peacock.  4s.  1868 

Early  English  Meals  and  Manners  :  the  Boke  of  Norture  of  John  Russell,  the  Bokes  of  Keruynge, 
Curtasye,  and  Demeanor,  the  Babees  Book,  Urbanitatis,  &c.,  ed.  F.  J.  Furnivall.  12s.  ,, 

The  Knight  de  la  Tour  Landry,  ab.  1440  a.d.  A  Book  for  Daughters,  ed.  T.  Wright,  M.  A.  8s.  ,, 

Old  English  Homilies  (before  1300  a.d. ).  Part  II.,  ed.  R.  Morris,  LL.D.  Ss.  ,, 

Lyndesay’s  Works,  Part  III.  :  The  Historie  and  Testament  of  Squyer  Meldrum,  ed.  F.  Hall.  2s.  , , 

Merlin,  Part  III.  Ed.  H.  B.  Wheatley.  On  Arthurian  Localities,  by  J.  S.  Stuart  Glennie.  12s.  i860 

Sir  David  Lyndesay’s  Works,  Part  IV.,  Ane  Satyre  of  the  Three  Estaits.  Ed.  F.  Hall,  D.C.L.  4s.  ,, 

William’s  Vision  of  Piers  the  Plowman,  Part  II.  Text  B.  Ed.  Rev.  W.  W.  Skeat,  M.A.  10s.  Oil.  ,, 

Alliterative  Romance  of  the  Destruction  of  Troy.  Ed.  D.  Donaldson  &  G.  A.  Panton.  Pt.  I.  10s.  6d.  ,, 

English  Gilds,  their  Statutes  and  Customs,  13S9  a.d.  Edit.  Toulmin  Smith  and  Lucy  T.  Smith, 
with  an  Essay  on  Gilds  and  Trades-Unions,  by  Dr.  L.  Brentano.  21s.  1S70 

William  Lauder’s  Minor  Poems.  Ed.  F.  J.  Furnivall.  3s.  ,, 

Bemardus  De  Cura  Rei  Famuliaris,  Early  Scottish  Prophecies,  &c.  Ed.  J.  R.  Lumby,  M.A.  2s.  ,, 

Ratis  Raving,  and  other  Moral  and  Religious  Pieces.  Ed.  J.  R.  Lumby,  M.A.  3s.  ,, 

The  Alliterative  Romance  of  Joseph  of  Arimathie,  or  The  Holy  Grail:  from  the  Vernon  MS.; 
with  W.  de  Worde’s  and  Pynson’s  Lives  of  Joseph  :  ed.  Rev.  W.  W.  Skeat,  M.A.  5s.  1S71 

King  Alfred’s  West-Saxon  Version  of  Gregory’s  Pastoral  Care,  edited  from  2  MSS.,  with  an 
English  translation,  by  Henry  Sweet,  Esq.,  B.  A.,  Balliol  College,  Oxford.  Parti.  10s.  ,, 

Legends  of  the  Holy  Rood,  Symbols  of  the  Passion  and  Cross  Poems,  ed.  Rev.  Dr.  R.  Morris.  10s.  ,, 

Sir  David  Lyndesay’s  Works,  Part  V.,  ed.  Dr.  J.  A.  H.  Murray.  3s.  ,, 

The  Times’  Whistle,  and  other  Poems,  by  R.  C.,  1616  ;  ed.  by  J.  M.  Cowper,  Esq.  6s.  ,, 

An  Old  English  Miscellany,  containing  a  Bestiary,  Kentish  Sermons,  Proverbs  of  Alfred,  and 
Religious  Poems  of  the  13th  cent.,  ed.  from  the  MSS.  by  the  Rev.  R.  Morris,  LL.D.  10s.  1 S72 

King  Alfred’s  West-Saxon  Version  of  Gregory’s  Pastoral  Care,  ed.  H.  Sweet,  M.  A.  Part  II.  10s.  ,, 

The  Life  of  St  Juliana,  2  versions,  a.d.  1230,  with  translations  ;  ed.  T.  O.  Cockayne  &  E.  Brock.  2s.  ,, 

Palladius  on  Husbondrie,  englisht  (ab.  1420  a.d.),  ed.  Rev.  Barton  Lodge,  M.A.  Parti.  10s.  ,, 

Old-English  Homilies,  Series  II.,  and  three  Hymns  to  the  Virgin  and  God,  13th-century, with 
the  music  to  two  of  them,  in  old  and  modern  notation  ;  ed.  Rev.  R.  Morris,  LL.D.  Ss.  1873 

The  Vision  of  Piers  Plowman,  Text  C  :  Richard  the  Redeles  (by  William,  the  author  of  the  Vision) 
and  The  Crowned  King ;  Part  III.,  ed.  Rev.  W.  W.  Skeat,  M.A.  ISs.  ,, 

Generydes,  a  Romance,  ab.  1440  a.d.,  ed.  W.  Aldis  Wright,  M.A.  Part  I.  3s.  ,, 

The  Gest  Hystoriale  of  the  Destruction  of  Troy,  in  alliterative  verse  ;  ed.  by  D.  Donaldson,  Esq., 
and  the  late  Rev.  G.  A.  Panton.  Part  II.  10s.  6d. 

The  Early  English  Version  of  the  “  Cursor  Mundi”  ;  in  four  Texts,  edited  by  the  Rev.  R.  Morris, 

M.A.,  LL.D.  Part  I,  with  2  photolithographic  facsimiles.  10s.  6d. 

The  Blickling  Homilies,  971  a.d.,  ed.  Rev.  R.  Morris,  LL.D.  Part  I.  Ss. 

The  “  Cursor  Mundi,”  in  four  Texts,  ed.  Rev.  Dr.  R.  Morris.  Part  II.  15s. 

Meditacyuns  on  the  Soper  of  our  Lorde  (by  Robert  of  Brunne),  edited  by  J.  M.  Cowper.  2s.  6d. 

The  Romance  and  Prophecies  of  Thomas  of  Erceldoune,  from  5  MSS.  ;  ed.  Dr.  J.  A.  H.  Murray.  10s.  6d. 

The  “Cursor  Mundi,”  in  four  Texts,  ed.  Rev.  Dr.  R.  Morris.  Part  III.  15s. 

The  Blickling  Homilies,  971  a.d.,  ed.  Rev.  Dr.  R.  Morris.  Part  II.  7s. 

Francis  Thynne’s  Embleames  and  Epigrams,  a.d.  1600,  ed.  F.  J.  Furnivall.  7s. 

Be  Domes  Dsege  (Bede’s  De  Die  Judicii),  &c.,  ed.  J.  R.  Lumby,  B.D.  2s. 

The  “  Cursor  Mundi,”  in  four  Texts,  ed.  Rev.  Dr.  R.  Morris.  Part  IV.,  with  2  autotypes.  10s. 

Notes  on  Piers  Plowman,  by  the  Rev.  W.  W.  Skeat,  M.A.  Part  I.  21s. 

The  “Cursor  Mundi,”  in  4  Texts,  ed.  Rev.  Dr.  R.  Morris.  Part  V.  25s. 

Adam  Davie’s  5  Dreams  about  Edward  II.,  &c.,  ed.  F.  J.  Furnivall,  M.A.  5s. 

Generydes,  a  Romance,  ed.  W.  Aldis  Wright,  M.A.  Part  II.  4s. 

The  Lay  Folks  Mass-Book,  four  texts,  ed.  Rev.  Canon  Simmons.  25s. 

Palladius  on  Husbondrie,  englisht  (ab.  1420  a.d.).  Part  II.  Ed.  S.  J.  Herrtage,  B.A.  15s. 

The  Blickling  Homilies,  971  a.d.,  ed.  Rev.  Dr.  R.  Morris.  Part  III.  10s. 

English  Works  of  Wyclif,  hitherto  unprinted,  ed.  F.  D.  Matthew,  Esq.  20s. 

Catholicon  Anglicum,  an  early  English  Dictionary,  from  Lord  Monson’s  MS.  a.d.  1483,  ed.,  with 
Introduction  &  Notes,  by  S.  J.  Herrtage,  B.A.  ;  and  with  a  Preface  by  II.  B.  Wheatley.  20s. 

Aelfric’s  Metrical  Lives  of  Saints,  in  MS.  Cott.  Jul.  E  7.,  ed.  Rev.  Prof.  Skeat,  M.A.  Part  I.  10s. 
Beowulf,  the  unique  MS.  autotyped  and  transliterated,  edited  by  Prof.  Zupitza,  Ph.D.  25s. 

The  Fifty  Earliest  English  Wills,  in  the  Court  of  Probate,  13S7-1439,  ed.  by  F.  J.  Furnivall,  M.A.  7s. 

King  Alfred’s  Orosius,  from  Lord  Tollemache’s  9th.century  MS.,  Part  I,  ed.  H.  Sweet,  M.A.  13s. 
tra  Volume.  Facsimile  of  the  Epinal  Glossary,  8th  cent.,  ed.  H.  Sweet,  M.A.  15s. 

The  Early-English  Life  of  St.  Katherine  and  its  Latin  Original,  ed.  Dr.  Einenkel.  12s. 

Piers  Plowman  :  Notes,  Glossary,  &c.  Part  IV,  completing  the  work,  ed.  Rev.  Prof.  Skeat,  M.A.  18s. 
Aelfric’s  Metrical  Lives  of  Saints,  MS.  Cott.  Jul.  E  7.,  ed.  Rev.  Prof.  Skeat,  M.A.,  LL.D.  Part  II.  12s. 

The  Oldest  English  Texts,  Charters,  &c.,  ed.  H.  Sweet,  M.A.  20s. 

Additional  Analogs  to  ‘  The  Wright’s  Chaste  Wife,’  No.  12,  by  W.  A.  Clouston.  Is. 

The  Three  Kings  of  Cologne.  2  English  Texts,  and  1  Latin,  ed.  Dr.  C.  Horstmann.  17s. 
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88. 

89. 

90. 

91. 
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12s. 

20s. 


188< 

188' 


188 


Prose  Lives  of  Women  Saints,  ab.  1610  a.d.,  ed.  from  the  unique  MS.  by  Dr.  C.  Horstmann. 

Early  English  Verse  Lives  of  Saints  (earliest  version),  Laud  MS.  108,  ed.  Dr.  C.  Horstmann. 

Hy.  Bradshaw’s  Life  of  St.  Werburghe  (Pynson,  1521),  ed.  Dr.  C.  Horstmann.  10s. 

Vices  and  Virtues,  from  the  unique  MS.,  ab.  1200  a.d.  ,  ed.  Dr.  F.  Holthausen.  Part  I.  8s. 

Anglo-Saxon  and  Latin  Rule  of  St.  Benet,  interlinear  Glosses,  ed.  Dr.  H.  Logeman.  12s.  „ 

Two  Fifteenth-Century  Cookery-Books,  ab.  1430-1450,  edited  by  Mr.  T.  Austin.  10s.  ,, 

Eadwine’s  Canterbury  Psalter,  from  the  Trin.  Cambr.  MS.,  ab.  1150  a.d.,  ed.  F.  Harsley,  B.A.  Pt.  1.  12s.  186 
Defensor’ s  Liber  Scintillarum,  edited  from  the  MSS.  by  Ernest  Rhodes.  B.A.  12s. 

Aelfric’s  Metrical  Lives  of  Saints,  MS.  Cott.  Jul.  E  7,  Part  III.,  ed.  Prof.  Skeat,  Litt.D.,  LL.D.  12s.  1S9( 
The  Old-English  version  of  Bede’s  Ecclesiastical  History,  re-edited  by  Dr.  Thomas  Miller.  Part  I.  18s.  ,, 
(With  Reprints  of  No.  16,  The  Book  of  Quinte  Essence,  and  No.  26,  Religious  Pieces,  from  R.  Thornton’s  MS.) 

96.  The  Old-English  version  of  Bede’s  Ecclesiastical  History,  re-edited  by  Dr.  Thomas  Miller.  Pt.  II.  15s.  189 

97.  The  Earliest  English  Prose  Psalter,  edited  from  its  2  MSS.  by  Dr.  K.  D.  Buelbring.  Part  I.  15s 

98.  Minor  Poems  of  the  Vernon  MS.,  Part  I.,  ed.  Dr.  C.  Horstmann.  20s. 

99.  Cursor  Mundi.  Part  VI.  Preface,  Notes,  and  Glossary,  ed.  Rev.  Dr.  R.  Morris.  10s. 

100.  Capgrave’s  Life  of  St.  Katharine,  ed.  Dr.  C.  Horstmann,  with  Forewords  by  Dr.  Furnivall.  20s. 

101.  Cursor  Mundi.  Part  VII.  Essay  on  the  MSS.,  their  Dialects,  &c.,  by  Dr.  H.  Hupe.  10s. 

102.  Lanfranc’s  Cirurgie,  ab.  1400  a.d.,  ed.  Dr.  R.  von  Fleischhacker.  Part  I.  20s. 

103.  The  Legend  of  the  Cross,  from  a  12th  century  MS.,  &c.,  ed.  Prof.  A.  S.  Napier,  M.A.,  Ph.D.  7s.  6 d.  ,, 

104.  The  Exeter  Book  (Anglo-Saxon  Poems),  re-edited  from  the  unique  MS.  by  I.  Gollancz,  M.A.  Part  I.  20s.  189.' 

105.  The  Prymer  or  Lay-Folks’ Prayer-Book,  Camb.  Univ.  MS.,  ab.  1420,  ed.  Henry  Littlehales.  Parti.  10s.  ,, 

106.  R.  Misyn’s  Fire  of  Love  and  Mending  of  Life  (Hampole),  1434,  1435,  ed.  Rev.  R.  Harvey,  M.A.  15s.  189( 

107.  The  English  Conquest  of  Ireland,  a.d.  1166-1185,  2  Texts,  1425,  1440,  Pt.  I.,  ed.  Dr.  Furnivall.  15s. 

108.  Child-Marriages  and  -Divorces,  Trothplights,  &c.  Chester  Depositions,  1561-6,  ed.  Dr.  Furnivall.  15s. 

The  Prymer  or  Lay-Folks’  Prayer-Book,  ab.  1420,  ed.  Henry  Littlehales.  Part  II.  10s. 

Queen  Elizabeth’s  Englishings  of  Boethius,  Plutarch  &c.  &c.,  ed.  Miss  C.  Pemberton.  15s. 
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The  Publications  for  1867-1895  ( one  guinea  each  year)  are  : — 

I.  William  of  Palerne ;  or,  William  and  the  Werwolf.  Re-edited  by  Rev.  W.  W.  Skeat,  M.A.  13s. 

II.  Early  English  Pronunciation  with  especial  Reference  to  Shakspere  and  Chaucer,  by  A.  J.  Ellis, 
F.R.S.  Part  I.  10s. 

III.  Caxton’s  Book  of  Curtesye,  in  Three  Versions.  Ed.  F.  J.  Furnivall.  5s. 

IV.  Havelokthe  Dane.  Re-edited  by  the  Rev.  W.  W.  Skeat,  M.A.  10s. 

V.  Chaucer’s  Boethius.  Edited  from  the  two  best  MSS.  by  Rev.  Dr.  R.  Morris  12s. 

VI.  Chevelere  Assigne.  Re-edited  from  the  unique  MS.  by  IL  IL  Gibbs,  Esq.,  M.A.  3s. 

VII.  Early  English  Pronunciation,  by  A.  J.  Ellis,  F.R.S.  Part  II.  10s. 

VIII.  Queene  Elizabethes  Achademy,  &c.  Ed.  F.  J.  Furnivall.  Essays  on  early  Italian  and  German 
Books  of  Courtesy,  by  W.  M.  Rossetti  and  Dr.  E.  Oswald.  13s. 

IX.  Awdeley’s  Fraternity e  of  Vacabondes,  Harman’s  Caveat,  &c.  Ed.  E.  Viles  &  F.  J.  Furnivall.  7s.  6d. 

X.  Andrew  Boorde’s  Introduction  of  Knowledge,  1547,  Dyetary  of  Helth,  1542,  Barnes  in  Defence  of  the 
Berde,  1542-3.  Ed.  F.  J.  Furnivall.  18s. 

XI.  Barbour’s  Bruce,  Part  I.  Ed.  from  MSS.  and  editions,  by  Rev.  W.  W.  Skeat,  M.A.  12s. 

XII.  England  in  Henry  VIII. ’s  Time  :  a  Dialogue  between  Cardinal  Pole  &  Lupset,  by  Thom.  Starkey, 
Chaplain  to  Henry  VIII.  Ed.  J.  M.  Cowper.  Part  II.  12s.  (Part  I.  is  No.  XXXII,  1878,  8s.) 

XIII.  A  Supplicacyon  of  the  Beggers,  by  Simon  Fish,  1528-9  a.d.,  ed.  F.  J.  Furnivall;  with  A  Suppli¬ 
cation  to  our  Moste  Soueraigne  Lorde ;  A  Supplication  of  the  Poore  Commons  ;  and  The  Decaye  of 
England  by  the  Great  Multitude  of  Sheep,  ed.  by  J.  M.  Cowper,  Esq.  6s. 

XIV.  Early  English  Pronunciation,  by  A.  J.  Ellis,  Esq.,  F.R.S.  Part  III.  10s. 

XV.  Robert  Crowley’s  Thirty-One  Epigrams,  Voyce  of  the  Last  Trumpet,  Way  to  Wealth,  &c.,  a.d. 

1550-1,  edited  by  J.  M.  Cowper,  Esq.  12s. 

XVI.  Chaucer’s  Treatise  on  the  Astrolabe.  Ed.  Rev.  W.  W.  Skeat,  M.A.  6s. 

XVII.  The  Complaynt  of  Scotlande,  1549  a.d.,  with  4  Tracts  (1542-48),  ed.  Dr.  Murray.  Part  I.  10s. 
XVIII.  The  Complaynt  of  Scotlande,  1549  a.d.,  ed.  Dr.  Murray.  Part  II.  8s. 

XIX.  Oure  Ladyes  Myroure,  a.d.  1530,  ed.  Rev.  J.  H.  Blunt,  M.A.  24s. 

XX.  Lonelich’s  History  of  the  Holy  Grail  (ab.  1450  a.d.),  ed.  F.  J.  Furnivall,  M.A.,  Ph.D.  Part  I.  8s. 
XXL  Barbour’s  Bruce,  Part  II.,  ed.  Rev.  W.  W.  Skeat,  M.A.  4s. 

XXII.  Henry  Brinklow’s  Complaynt  of  Roderyck  Mors  (ab.  1542) :  and  The  Lamentacion  of  a  Christian 
against  the  Citie  of  London,  made  by  Roderigo  Mors,  a.d.  1545.  Ed.  J.  M.  Cowper. 

XXIII.  Early  English  Pronunciation,  by  A.  J.  Ellis,  F.R.S.  Part  IV.  10s. 

XXIV.  Lonelich’s  History  of  the  Holy  Grail,  ed.  F.  J.  Furnivall,  M.A.,  Ph.D.  PartH. 

XXV.  Guy  of  Warwick,  15th-century  Version,  ed.  Prof.  Zupitza.  Part  I.  20s. 

XXVI.  Guy  of  Warwick,  15th-century  Version,  ed.  Prof.  Zupitza.  Part  II.  14s. 


1S6 


186! 


5  > 

186 


187' 

j  > 


187 


187: 


55 

187: 


187‘ 

9  J 


9s. 

9  9 

9  9 

10«. 

187 

55 

187 

eText.  16s. 

9  9 

Works  preparing  for  the  “  Early  English  Text  Society.”  9 

XVIII.  Lonelich’ s Holy  Grail,  ed.  F.  J.  Furnivall,  M.A.,  Ph.D.  Part  III.  10s.  1877 

XIX.  Barbour’s  Bruce.  Part  III.,  ed.  Rev.  W.  W.  Skeat,  M.A.  21s.  ,, 

XX.  Lonelich’s Holy  Grail,  ed.  F.  J.  Furnivall,  M. A.,  Ph.D.  Part  IV.  15s.  1878 

XXI.  The  Alliterative  Romance  of  Alexander  and  Dindimus,  ed.  Rev.  W.  W.  Skeat.  6s.  ,, 

XXII.  Starkey’  s“  England  in  Henry  VIITs  time.”  Pt.  I.  Starkey’s  Life  and  Letters,  ed.  S.  J.  Herrtage.  Ss.  ,, 

XXIII.  Gesta  Romanorum  (englisht  ab.  1440),  ed.  S.  J.  Herrtage,  B.A.  15s.  1879 

XXIV.  The  Charlemagne  Romances  : — 1.  Sir  Ferumbras,  from  Ashm.  MS.  33,  ed.  S.  J.  Herrtage.  15s.  ,, 

XXV.  Charlemagne  Romances  : — 2.  The  Sege  ofFMelayne,  SirOtuell,  &c.,  ed.  S.  J.  Herrtage.  12s.  1880 

XXVI.  Charlemagne  Romances: — 3.  Lyf  of  Charles  the  Grete,  Pt.  I.,  ed.  S.  J.  Herrtage.  16s.  ,, 

XXVII.  Charlemagne  Romances  4.  Lyf  of  Charles  the  Grete,  Pt.  II.,  ed.  S.  J.  Herrtage.  15s.  1881 

XXVIII.  Charlemagne  Romances  5.  The  Sowdone  of  Babylone,  ed.  Dr.  Hauskneclit.  15s.  ,, 

XXIX.  Charlemagne  Romances  : — 6.  Rauf  Colyear,  Roland,  Otuel,  &c.,  ed.  S.  J.  Herrtage,  B.A.  15s.  1S82 


L.  Charlemagne  Romances 7.  Huon  of  Bur  deux,  by  Lord  Berners,  ed.  S.  L.  Lee,  B.A.  Part  I.  15s.  ,, 

LI.  Charlemagne  Romances  =8.  Huon  of  Bur  deux,  by  Lord  Berners,  ed.  S.  L.  Lee,  B.A.  Pt.  II.  15s.  1883 
LII.  Guy  of  Warwick  :  2  texts  (Auchinleck  MS.  and  Caius  MS.),  ed.  Prof.  Zupitza.  Part  I.  15s.  ,, 

LIII.  Charlemagne  Romances : — 9.  Huon  of  Burdeux,  by  Lord  Berners,  ed.  S.  L.  Lee,  B.A.  Pt.  III.  15s.  1884 
LIV.  Charlemagne  Romances  : — 10.  The  Four  Sons  of  Aymon,  ed.  Miss  Octavia  Richardson.  Pt.  I.  15s.  ,, 
LV.  Charlemagne  Romances  11.  The  Four  Sons  of  Aymon,  ed.  Miss  O.  Richardson.  Pt.  II.  20s.  1885 

LVI.  Sir  Be  vis  of  Hamton,  from  the  Auchinleck  and  other  MSS.,  ed.  Prof.  E.  Kolbing,  Ph.D.  Part  I.  10s.  ,, 
LVII.  The  Wars  of  Alexander,  ed.  Rev.  Prof.  Skeat,  Litt.D.,  LL.D.  20s.  1886 

LVIII.  Sir  Bevis  of  Hamton,  ed.  Prof.  E.  Kolbing,  Ph.D.  Part  II.  10s.  ,, 

LIX.  Guy  of  Warwick,  2  texts  (Auchinleck  and  Cams  MSS.),  Pt.  II.,  ed.  Prof.  J.  Zupitza,  Ph.D.  15s.  1887 

.  Charlemagne  Romances  -12.  Huon  of  Burdeux,  by  Lord  Berners,  ed.  S.  L.  Lee,  B.A.  Part  IV.  5s.  ,, 


I.  Torrent  of  Portyngale,  from  the  unique  MS.  in  the  Chetham  Library,  ed.  E.  Adam,  Ph.D.  10s.  ,, 

II.  Bullein’s  Dialogue  against  the  Feuer  Pestilence,  1578  (ed.  1,  1564).  Ed.  M.  &  A.  H.  Bullen.  10s.  1888 

III.  Vicary’s  Anatomic  of  the  Body  of  Man,  1548,  ed.  1577,  ed.  F.  J.  &  Percy  Furnivall.  Part  I.  15s.  ,, 

IV.  Caxton’s  Englishing  of  Alain  Chartier’s  Curial,  ed.  Dr.  F.  J.  Furnivall  &  Prof.  P.  Meyer.  5s.  ,, 

V.  Barbour’s  Bruce,  ed.  Rev.  Prof.  Skeat,  Litt.D.,  LL.D.  Part  IV.  5s.  1889 


VI.  Early  English  Pronunciation,  by  A.  J.  Ellis,  Esq.,  F.R.S.  Pt.  V.,  the  present  English  Dialects.  25s.  ,, 

VII.  Caxton’s Eneydos,  a.d.  1490,  coll,  with  its  French,  ed.  M.  T.  Culley,  M.A.  &  Dr.  F.  J.  Furnivall.  13s.  1890 

VIII.  Caxton’s  Blanchardyn  &  Eglantine,  c.  1489,  extracts  from  ed.  1595,  &  French,  ed.  Dr.  L.  Kellner.  17s.  ,, 

IX.  Guy  of  Warwick,  2  texts  (Auchinleck  and  Caius  MSS.),  Part  III.,  ed.  Prof.  J.  Zupitza,  Ph.D.  15s.  1S91 

X.  Lydgate’s  Temple  of  Glass,  re-edited  from  the  MSS.  by  Dr.  J.  Schick.  15s.  ,, 

XI.  Hoccleve’s  Minor  Poems,  I.,  from  the  Phillipps  and  Durham  MSS.,  ed.  F.  J.  Furnivall,  Ph.D.  15s.  1S92 

XII.  The  Chester  Plays,  re-edited  from  the  MSS.  by  the  late  Dr.  Hermann  Deimling.  Part  I.  15s.  ,, 

XIII.  Thomas  a  Kempis’s  De  Xmitatione  Ghristi,  englisht  ab.  1440,  &  1502,  ed.  Prof.  J.  K.  Ingram.  15s.  1893 

XIV.  Caxton’s  Godfrey  of  Boloyne,  or  Last  Siege  of  Jerusalem,  1481,  ed.  Dr.  Mary  N.  Colvin.  15s.  ,, 

XV.  Sir  Bevis  of  Hamton,  ed.  Prof.  E.  Kolbing,  Ph.D.  Part  III.  15s. 

XVI.  Lydgate’s  and  Burgh’s  Secrees  of  Philisoffres.  ab.  1445 — 50,  ed.  R.  Steele,  B.A.  15s. 

XVII.  The  Three  Kings’  Sons,  a  Romance,  ab.  1500,  Part  I.,  the  Text,  ed.  Dr.  Furnivall.  10s. 

XVIII.  Melusine,  the  prose  Romance,  ab.  1500,  Part  I,  the  Text,  ed.  A.  K.  Donald.  20s. 

XIX.  (?)  Melusine,  the  Prose  Romance,  ab.  1500,  Part  II.,  Introduction  by  A.  K.  Donald. 

XX.  (?)  Promptorium  Parvulorum,  c.  1440,  from  the  Winchester  MS.,  ed.  Rev.  A.  L.  Mayhew,  M.A. 

XXI.  (?)  Lydgate’s  Assembly  of  the  Gods,  ed.  Prof.  Oscar  L.  Triggs,  Ph.D. 

XXII.  (?)  The  Towneley  Plays,  ed.  Geo.  England  and  A.  W.  Pollard,  M.A. 

XXIII. 

XXIV. 


1894 

J  J 

1S95 

J  » 

1896 

Parti.  ,, 
1S97 

1S9S 


3ARLY  ENGLISH  TEXT  SOCIETY  TEXTS  PREPARING. 

Besides  the  Texts  named  as  at  press  on  p.  12  of  the  Cover  of  the  Early  English  Text 
society’s  last  books,  the  following  Texts  are  also  slowly  preparing  for  the  Society  : — 

ORIGINAL  SERIES. 

'hom  as  Robinson’s  Life  and  Death  of  Mary  Magdalene,  from  the  2  MSS.,  ab.  1620  A.n.  ( Text  in  type.) 

’he  Earliest  English  Prose  Psalter,  ed.  Dr.  K.  D.  Buelbring.  Part  II. 

’he  Earliest  English  Verse  Psalter,  3  texts,  ed.  Rev.  R.  Harvey,  M.A. 

.nglo-Saxon  Poems,  from  the  Vercelli  MS.,  re-edited  by  I.  Gollancz,  M.A. 

.nglo-Saxon  Glosses  to  Latin  Prayers  and  Hymns,  edited  by  Dr.  F.  Holthausen. 

elfric’s  Metrical  Lives  of  Saints,  MS.  Cott.  Jul.  E  7,  Part  IV,  ed.  Prof.  Skeat,  Litt.D.,  LL.D. 

.11  the  Anglo-Saxon  Homilies  and  Lives  of  Saints  not  accessible  in  English  editions,  including  those  of  the 
Vercelli  MS.  <fec.,  edited  by  Prof.  Napier,  M.A.,  Ph.D. 

'he  Anglo-Saxon  Psalms ;  all  the  MSS.  in  Parallel  Texts,  ed.  Dr.  H.  Logeman  and  F.  Harsley,  B.A. 
leowulf,  a  critical  Text,  &c.  {Editor  wanted.) 

{yrhtferth’s  Handboc,  edited  by  Prof.  G.  Hempl. 

’he  Secret  of  Secrets,  3  prose  versions  from  MSS.,  2  at  Lambeth,  and  one  by  Jas.  Younge,  1420,  ed.  R.  Steele, B.A. 
he  Rule  of  St.  Benet :  5  Texts,  Anglo-Saxon,  Early  English,  Caxton,  &c.  ( Editor  wanted.) 
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The  Seven  Sages,  in  the  Northern  Dialect,  from  a  Cotton  MS.  ( Editor  wanted.) 

The  Master  of  the  Game,  a  Book  of  Huntynge  for  Hen.  V.  when  Prince  of  Wales.  ( Editor  wanted.) 

Ailred’s  Rule  of  Nuns,  &c.,  edited  from  the  Vernon  MS.,  by  the  Rev.  Canon  H.  R.  Bramley,  M.A. 
Lonelich’s  Merlin  (verse),  from  the  unique  MS.,  ed.  by  Miss  Mary  Bateson  and  Prof.  E.  Kblbing,  Ph.D. 
Merlin  (prose),  Part  IV.,  containing  Preface,  Index,  and  Glossary.  Edited  by  Prof.  W.  E.  Mead,  Ph7 
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P  E  E  F  A  C  E. 


As  one  of  the  chief  objects  of  the  Early  English  Text  Society 
is  to  print  every  Early  English  Text  relating  to  Arthur,  the 
Committee  have  decided  that  this  short  sketch  of  the  British 
hero’s  life  shall  form  one  of  the  first  issue  of  the  Society’s  pub¬ 
lications.  The  six  hundred  and  forty-two  English  lines  here 
printed  occur  in  an  incomplete  Latin  Chronicle  of  the  Kings 
of  Britain,  an  abbreviation  of  the  Brut,  bound  up  with  many 
other  valuable  pieces  in  the  Liber  Rubens  JBathonice ,  1428  a.d.,1 
belonging  to  the  Marquis  of  Bath.  The  old  chronicler  has 
dealt  with  Ether  Pendragon,  and  is  narrating  Arthur’s  deeds, 
— telling  of  the  siege  of  Bath,  of  Brouwsteelt  (Excalibur) 

4  caliburni,  glaclii  Arthur  i*  of  the  conquest  of  Scotland,  Ireland, 
Gothland,  and  the  founding  of  the  Rotunda  Tabula,  made  round 
that  none  should  be  above,  none  below,  but  all  sit  equal — - 
when,  as  if  feeling  that  Latin  prose  was  no  fit  vehicle  for  telling 
of  Arthur,  king  of  men,  he  breaks  out  into  English  verse, 

“  HerkeneJ),  J>at  louej?  honour, 

Of  kyng  Arthour  &  hys  labowr.” 

The  story  he  tells  is  an  abstract,  with  omissions,  of  the 
earlier  version  of  Geoffry  of  Monmouth,  before  the  love  of 
Guinevere  for  Lancelot  was  introduced  by  the  French- writing* 


‘  This  is  the  date  on  the  hack  of  the  case  of  the  MS. 
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English  romancers  of  the  Lionheart’s  time  (so  far  as  I  know), 
into  the  Arthur  Tales.  The  fact  of  Mordred’s  being  Arthur’s 
son,  begotten  by  him  on  his  sister,  King  Lot’s  wife,  is  also 
omitted ;  so  that  the  story  is  just  that  of  a  British  king 
founding  the  Bound  Table,  conquering  Scotland,  Ireland,  Goth¬ 
land,  and  divers  parts  of  France,  killing  a  giant  from  Spain, 
beating  Lucius  the  Emperor  of  Borne,  and  returning  home  to 
lose  his  own  life,  after  the  battle  in  which  the  traitor  whom  he 
had  trusted,  and  who  has  seized  his  queen  and  his  land,  was 
slain. 

“  He  that  will  more  look, 

Read  on  the  French  book  ” 

says  our  verse- writer :  and  to  that  the  modern  reader  must  still 
be  referred,  or  to  the  translations  of  parts  of  it,  which  we  hope 
to  print  or  reprint,  and  that  most  pleasantly  jumbled  abstract 
of  its  parts  by  Sir  Thomas  Maleor,  Knight,  which  has  long 
been  the  delight  of  many  a  reader, — though  despised  by  the 
stern  old  Ascham,  whose  Scholemaster  was  to  turn  it  out  of  the 
land. — There  the  glory  of  the  Holy  Grail  will  be  revealed  to 
him ;  there  the  Knight  of  God  made  known ;  there  the  only 
true  lovers  in  the  world  will  tell  their  loves  and  kiss  their 
kisses  before  him ;  and  the  Fates  which  of  old  enforced  the 
penalty  of  sin  will  show  that  their  arm  is  not  shortened,  and 
that  though  the  brave  and  guilty  king  lights  well  and  gathers 
all  the  glory  of  the  world  around  him,  yet  still  the  sword  is 
over  his  head,  and,  for  the  evil  that  he  has  done,  his  life  and 
vain  imaginings  must  pass  away  in  dust  and  confusion. 

Of  the  language  of  the  Poem  there  is  little  to  say :  its  dialect 
is  mostly  Southern,  as  shown  by  the  verbal  plural  tli,  the  vyve 
for  five,  zyx  for  six,  ych  for  I,  liar  (their),  ham  (them),  for  her, 
hem ;  halle,  chide ,  3 at,  for  hill,  did,  yet,  the  infinitive  in  y 
(: rekeny ),  etc. ;  but  Northern  forms  appear,  as  fra ,  from  (1.  628), 
at,  that  (1.  640).  Of  its  poetical  merits,  every  reader  will  judge 
for  himself ;  but  that  it  has  power  in  some  parts  I  hope  few 
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will  deny.  Arthur’s  answer  to  Lucius,  and  two  lines  in  the 
duel  with  Frollo, 

“  There  was  no  word  y-spoke, 

But  eche  had  other  by  the  throte,” 

are  to  be  noted.  Parts  of  the  MS.  have  very  much  faded  since 
it  was  written  some  ten  or  twenty  years  before  1450,  so  that  a 
few  of  the  words  are  queried  in  the  print.  The  MS.  contains 
a  few  metrical  points  and  stops,  which  I  have  here  printed 
between  parentheses  ( ) .  The  expansions  of  the  contractions 
are  printed  in  italics,  but  the  ordinary  doubt  whether  the  final 
lined  n  or  w— for  they  are  often  undistinguishable— is  to  be 
printed  tlb,  n.ney  uny  or  u u}  exists  here  too.  Z  have  generally 
printed  it  n. 

J  am  indebted  to  Mr  Sims,  of  the  Manuscript  Department 
of  the  British  Museum,  for  pointing  out  the  Poem  to  me,  and 

to  the  Marquis  of  Bath  for  his  kind  permission  to  copy  it  for 
printing. 

Old  Square ,  Lincoln's  Inn , 

London ,  W.C.,  August  30,  1864. 

(Revised,  March  2,  1869.) 


ARTHUR, 


FROM  THE  MARQUIS  OF  BATH’S  MS. 

1428  a.d. 


[The  Latin  side-notes  in  italics  and  Clarendon,  and  the  stops  of  the 
text  in  parentheses  ( ),  are  those  of  the  MS.] 


I^Erkenep,  pat  lonep  honour , 

Of  kyng  Arthonr  &  hys  labour  3 
And  furst  bow  be  was  bygete, 

4  As  pat  we  in  bokis  do  rede. 

Ytber  pendragon  was  bys  fader, 
And  ygeme  was  bys  Moder. 
Pendragon  ys  in  walyscb 
8  { Dragones  beed  ’  on  Englyscb 
He  maked  ypeynted  dragons  two  ; 
Oon  scbold 1  byfore  bim  goo 
Whan  be  went  to  batayle, 

12  Whan  be  wold  bys  foes  sayle  3 
That  other  abood  at  wynchester, 
Ener-more  styUe  there. 

Bretones  3af  bym  pat  Xame, 

16  Ytber  Pendragon  pe  same, 

Eor  pat  skyle  fer  &  nere 
Ener-more  byt  to  here. 

IF 

The  Erles  wyff  of  Cornewayle 
20  He  loned  to  Mnche  san3  fayle  3 


[leaf  42,  "back] 


How  Arthur  was 
begotten 


by  Pendragon  on 
Ygerne. 


Pendragon  (t.i. 
Dragon’s  Head) 
made  two  painted 
dragons. 


and  thence  had 
his  name. 


How  TJther  loved 
the  Earl  of  Corn¬ 
wall’s  wife, 


1  ‘  scold  *  over  an  erasure  in  the  text ;  ‘  schold  ’  in  the  left  margin. 
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ARTHUR  HAS  THE  ROUND  TABLE  MADE. 


and  begat  Arthur 
in  adultery. 


Arthur  is 
crowned. 


is  loved  of  all. 


is  strong 

and  courteous. 

[leaf  42  bk,  col.  2.] 

He  makes  the 
Round  Table, 


that  all  at  it 
might  be  equal. 


After  his  first 
conquests 


Merlyn  wyf  hys  sotelnesse 
Turned  vtheris  lyknesse, 

And  maked  hym  lyche  f  e  Erl  anone, 
24  And  wyf  hys  wyff  (:)  his  wytt  to  done 
In  j?e  cozmtre  of  Cornewelt  : 

In  f  e  Castel  of  Tyntagett, 

Thus  vther,  yf  y  schalf  nat  lye, 

28  Eygat  Arthour  in  avowtry e. 

Whan  vther  Pendragon  was  deed, 
Arthour  anon  was  y-crowned ; 

He  was  courteys,  large,  &  Gent 
32  To  alle  puple  verrament ; 

Beaute,  My^t,  amyahle  chere 
To  alle  Men  ferre  and  neere ; 

Hys  port  (;)  hys  ^yftes  gentytt 
36  Maked  hym  y-loved  wylt ; 

Ech  mon  was  glad  of  hys  presence, 

And  drade  to  do  hym  dysplesaiice ; 

A  stronger  Man  of  hys  honde 
40  was  neuer  fouwde  on  any  londe, 

As  courteys  as  any  Mayde  : — 

Jpus  wrytef  of  hym  fat  hym  a-sayde. 

At  Cayrlyoii  wyt/ioute  fable, 

44  He  let  make  f e  Rouwde  table  : 

And  why  fat  he  maked  hyt  f us, 
j^is  was  f  e  resouw  y-wyss, — 

Jpat  no  man  schulde  sytt  aboue  other, 
48  He  haue  indignaciown  of  hys  brof  er ; 
And  alle  hadde  Qoo(.)  seruyse, 

For  no  pryde  scholde  aryse 
Eor  any  degree  of  syttynge, 

52  Of  er  for  any  seruynge : 

Jpus  he  kept  fe  table  Rou?*de 
Whyle  he  leuyd  on  fe  grcmnde. 

After  he  hadde  conquered  Skotlond 
56  Yrland  &  Gotland, 


HE  FIGHTS  FROLLO  FOR  FRANCE. 
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ban  leuyd  he  at  J»e  best 
Twelf  3eeris  on  alle  reste 
YTypoute  werre  (:)  tyit  at  pe  laste 
60  He  pou3t  to  make  (.)a(.)  nywe  ccwqueste. 

Into  Frau?ice  wyp  gode  comzceyle 
he  wolde  weende  (:)  &  hyt  assayle, 
bat  Rome  po  kept  Ynder  Myght, 

64  Ynder  Frollo  (:)  a  worthy  knyght 
pat  frauTice  hadde  po  to  kepe, 

To  rywle,  defende,  &  to  lede. 

Arthour  and  Frollo  fow^t  in  feld ; 

68  J}ere  deyde  many  vnder  scheld. 

Frollo  in-to  Paryss  fly, 

YFyfch  strenkthe  kept  hyt  wysely : 

Arthour  byseged  pat  Syte  &  town 
72  Tyit  peire  vytayl  was  y-doon. 

Frollo  pat  worthy  knyght 
Proferyd  vnjth  Arthour  for  to  iyght 
Ynder  pis  wyse  &  condiciouw, — 

76  “  Ho  hadde  pe  Maystrie  (:)  hane  pe  crown  ; 

And  no  mo  men  hnt  pey  two.” 
pe  day  was  sett  (:)  to-gedefl  pey  go  : 

Fayr  hyt  was  to  byholde 
80  In  snche  two  kiry^ghteq  bolde  : 
pei  was  no  word  y-spoke, 

But  eche  hadde  other  by  pe  prote  ; 

pey  smote  wyt7i  trourachouw  &  wyth  swerd  ; ' 

84  bat  hyt  seye,  were  a-ferd ; 

Frollo  fow3t  wyp  hys  ax  (:)  as  men  dude  se ; 

He  hytt  Arthour  (:)  so  sore  (:)  pat  he  felle  on  kne. 
He  ros  vp  raply  (:)  and  smot  hym  full  sore  ; 

88  He  dude  hym  to  grent  a  (.)  SOU631  perfore. 

Thus  they  hyw  on  helmes  hye, 

And  schatered  on  wyp  scheldes. 
be  puple  by-gan  to  crye 
92  pat  stood  on  pe  feldes ; 


he  lives  twelve 
years  in  peace, 


and  then  invades 
France. 


He  beats  Frollo 
back  to  Paris, 


and  there  be¬ 
sieges  him,  till 


Frollo  challenges 
him  to  single 
combat. 


They  fight : 


[leaf  43.] 

(Frollo  with  his 
axe) 


L1  ?  sonej] 
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ARTHUR  RETURNS  VICTORIOUS  TO  BRITAIN, 


till  Arthur  in 
wrath  takes 

Brownsteel,  9  6 

CaJiburnus 
Arthur  i 
Gladius 

[with  a  sketch 
thereof  in  the 

MS.]  100 

and  strikes  Frollo 
dead. 


Arthur  takes 
Paris. 


104 


Glory  to  God. 


Say  ye  a  Pater  108 
Noster  therefore. 


Arthur  conquers 
the  countries 
around. 


112 


116 


distributes  them 
among  his 
knights. 


120 


124 


Tlier  lie  wyst  no  man,  as  y  can  lere, 

Who  of  ham  two  was  pe  betters  pere. 

Arthour  was  chafed  &  wexed  wroth, 

He  hente  brormsteett  /  and  to  Frollo  goth ; 
BroimsteR  was  heny  &  also  kene ; 

Fram  pe  schnlder  (:)  to  pe  syde  went  bytwene 
Off  frollo  /  and  pan  he  fell  to  pe  groimde 
Ry3t  as  he  moste  /  deed  (.)  in  lyte  stouwde. 
Frensch  men  made  doeli  &  wept  fult  faste ; 

]}eir  Crowne  of  frauwce  pere  pey  loste. 

Than  wente  Arthonr  in-to  paryse 

And  toke  pe  castett  &  pe  town  at  hys  avyse. 

Worschuped  be  god  of  hys  grete  grace 

pat  pus  3euep  fortune  (:)  and  worschup  to  pe  Rente 

Thanke  3e  hym  alt  pat  bep  on  pis  place, 

And  seyep  a  Pater  noster  wyt/mut  any  Beeme. 

^  //  Ipafer  noster.  // 

Arthozfr  fram  Paryse  went  wyt h  hys  Rowte, 

And  co?zquered  pe  Contre  on  euery  syde  aboute  j 
Angeoy,1  Peytow,  Berry,  &  Gaskoyne, 

ISTauerne,  Burgon  /  Loreyn  &  Toreyne  j 
He  daunted  pe  proude  /  &  hawted  pe  ponre ; 

He  dwelt  long  in  Paryss  after  in  honoure ; 

He  was  drad  and  loned  in  contreis  abowte ; 
Heyest  &  lowest  hym  Loved  &  alowte ; 

And  vp-on  an  Estoar  tyme  sone  afterward 
He  fested  hys  knyghtA  &  3af  ham  gret  reward  j 
To  hys  Styward  he  3af  Angers  &  Angeye ; 

To  Bedewer  hys  botyler  he  3af  JSTorma^dye; 

He  3af  to  Holdyne  ilaiiwdrys  parde  ; 

To  Borel  hys  Cosyn,  Boloyne  pe  Cyte ; 

And  eche  man,  after  pe  astat  pat  he  was, 

He  rewarded  hem  alle,  hope  More  &  lasse, 

And  3af  hem  reward,  hope  lond  and  Fee, 

And  turned  to  Breteyn,  to  Carlyon  avhe. 

1  ?  MS.  perhaps  Angecye.  See  Angeoy ,  1.  312. 


and  returns  to 
Britain. 


AND  THEN  HOLDS  A  GREAT  FEAST. 


Arthowr  wolde  of  honow/* 

[If.  43  bk,  col.  1. 

128  Hold  a  fest  at  Eestour 

Arthur  gives  an 

Of  regalye  &  worthynesse, 

And  feede  alle  hys  frendess  j 

And  sende  Messanger 

132  To  kynges  ferre  &  neer 
j) at  were  to  hym  Oniager, 
to  come  to  Jns  Dyner. 

And  alle  at  oo  certeyn  day 

136  They  come  jiyder  in  gode  aray, 

And  kept  Jieire  Ceson 

Easter  Feast 

At  J>e  Castell  Carlyon. 

at  Carlyon, 

Thys  fest  was  Muche  Moore 

140  jpan  euere  Arthowr  made  a-fore ; 

greater  than  ere 
before. 

For  ]?ere  was  Yrweyn  pe  kynge 

Ten  kings  were 

Of  scottes  at  pat  dynvnge, 

Stater  pe  kyng  of  south,  wales, 

144  Cadweft  j?e  kyng  of  north  wale$, 

Gwylmar  pe  kyng  of  yrland, 

there. 

Dolmad  pe  kyng  of  gnthland, 

Malgan  of  yselond  also, 

148  Archyl  of  Deranarch  peri o, 

Alotk  pe  kyng  of  Horwey, 

Sonenas  pe  kyng  of  Orkenye, 

Of  Breteyn  pe  kyng  Hoel, 

1  4 

152  Cador  Erl  of  Cornewetf, 

Morice  pe  Erl  of  Gloucestre, 

Marran  Erl  of  Wyzzchestre, 

Gwergownd  Erl  of  herford, 

156  B003  Erl  of  Oxenford, 

and  thiiteen  earls 

Of  bathe  vngent  pe  Erl  also, 

(including  him 

Cnrsal  of  Chestre  )>er-to, 

Euerad  Erl  of  Salesbury,1 

160  Kynmar  Erl  of  Canterbury, 

Ionas  J?e  Erl  of  Dorcestre, 

ol  Bath), 

1  The  s  is  rubbed  :  the  word  may  be  “  onlcsbury.” 
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Arthur’s  guests  at  carlyone. 


with  many  other 
gentles  great, 


[If.  43  bk,  ool.  2.] 


besides  the 
Round  Tablers, 

Archbishops, 

Bishops, 


and  many  from 
beyond  the  sea. 


To  the  feasters 
came  messengers 
from  the 
Roman  Emperor, 


Valence  fe  Erl  of  Sylchestre, 
Iugeyn  of  Leyccer  [1]  f erto, 

164  Argal  of  warwyk  also, — ■ 

Kynges  &  Erles  Echon 

J?es  were ;  &  many  anofer  goom 

Gret  of  astaat,  &  f  e  beste, 

168  })es  were  at  pe  Eeste. 

Other  also  gentyls  grete 
Were  fere  at  pat  Meete, 

Sauer  appon  Donand, 

172  Regeym  &  Alard, 

Eeyne3  fit^  Colys, 

Tadews  fLt^  Reis, 

Delyn  fit3  Dauid, 

176  Kymbelyn  le  fit3  Gryffith, 

Gryffit3  pe  sone  of  Nagand, 

Jpes  were  peie  also  theoband  : 

Alle  f  es  were  fere  wythonte  fable, 
180  WytZtoute  ham  of  pe  rourcde  table. 
Thre  archebusschopes  per  were  also 
And  other  busschopes  many  mo — 
All  Jus  mayne  were  nat  al-oone  ; 
184  ytfyth  ham  com  many  a  Goome. 

Jpis  feste  dured  dayes  fre 
In  reuell  &  solempnite. 

Of  by3onde  pe  See  also 
188  Many  lorde3  were  fere  fo. 

Now  restef  alle  wyf  Me, 

And  say  a  Pater  &  Aue. 

IT  Jjater  nosier. 

The  frydde  day  folowyng 
192  Thew  coom  nywe  tydynge, 

])e  wliyle  fey  sete  at  f e  Mete 
Messagers  were  In  ylete ; 

Well  arayd  forsofe  fey  come, 

196  Y-send  fram  cite  of  Rome 


lucius’s  message  to  Arthur. 

Wy]>  le££res  of  pe  Emperoures 
Whas  name  was  Lucies. 

}?es  leftres  were  opened  &  vnfold, 

200  And  J>e  tydyng1  to  alle  men  told, 

Whas  sentence,  yf  y  ne  lye, 

Was  after  pat  y  can  aspye  : 

IT  Lucies  pe  grete  Emperour 
204  To  hys  Enemy  Arthour  : — 

We  wonderej)  of  pi  wodeness 
And  also  of  py  Madnesse  ! 

How  darst  Jjow  any  wyse 
208  A3enst  the  Emperowr  pus  aryse, 

And  ryde  on  Eemes  on  eche  wey, 

And  make  kynge^  to  £e  obey  ? 

J3u  art  wood  on  ]?e  Holle  ! 

212  pu  hast  Scley  owre  cosyn  frolle  $ 

))u  schalt  be  taw$t  at  a  schort  day 
for  to  make  such  aray. 

Oure  cosyn  Iulizzs  cesar 
216  Somme  tyme  conquered  par; 

To  Eome  Jm  owest  hys  trybut ; 

We  charge])  pe  to  paye  vs  hyt. 

Thy  pryde  we  wolf  alaye 
220  pat  makest  so  gret  aray : 

We  commanded  pe  on  haste 
To  paye  owre  trybut  faste ; 

J5u  hast  scley  frolle  in  frauwce 
224  pat  hadde  vnder  vs  jjere  goue?mauwce, 

And  wy])holdest  oure  tribute  perto  : 
pu  schalt  be  taw^t  J)u  hast  mysdo  : 

We  commanded  pe  in*  haste  soone 
228  pat  pu  come  to  vs  at  Eome 
To  vnderfang  oure  ordynawnce 
Eor  py  dysobediaztnce ; 

As  jm  wold  nat  le^e  py  lyf, 

232  Eulfylle  fys  wytkoute  stryff.” 

. ^ . IT . IT) 


Lucius. 


Lite ra  Lucii 
imperatom. 


eaying,  that  to 
have  invaded 
France,  etc.,  and 
made  kings, 
Arthur  must  be 
mad  in  his  noli ; 


[leaf  44,  col.  1.] 


that  he  must  pay 
his  tribute, 


and  come  to 
Rome  to  be  pun¬ 
ished  for  his  dis¬ 
obedience. 
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Arthur’s  answer  to  lucius. 


The  Britons  pur 
pose  to  kill  the 
messengers, 

but  Arthur  for¬ 
bids  it. 


and  resolves  to 
invade  Rome. 


/item  Regis 
Arthuri. 

Arthur’s  answer 
to  the  Emperor 
Lucius, 

[leaf  44,  col.  2.] 


claiming  tribute 
from  him. 


IT  Whan  p is  le^re  was  open  &  rad, 

])q  bretoiis  &  aft  men  were  mad, 

And  wolde  f  e  messager  scle : — 

236  “  Nay,”  seyd  Arthour,  “  per  de, 

That  were  a3enst  aft  kynde, 

A  messager  to  bete  or  bynde  ; 

Y  charge  alle  men  here 

240  For  to  make  ham  good  chere.” 

And  after  Mete  san^  fayl 

Wyf  hys  lordes  he  hadde  couwsayl ; 

And  alle  asented  fer-to, 

244  Arthowr  to  Eome  scholde  go  ; 

And  fey  ne  wolde  in  hys  trauayle 
Wyj)  strenkf  &  good  neuer  fayle. 
Than  Arthowr  wroot  to  Eome  a  lettiQ, 
248  Was  sentence  was  so?^m-what  byttere, 
And  seyde  in  f  is  manere 
As  3e  may  hure  here  : — 

“F 

JANowef  weft  3e  of  Eomayne, 

252  Y  am  kyng  Arthour  of  Bretayne. 
France,  y  hane  conquered  hyt, 

Y  schaft  defende  &  kepe  hyt  ^ut, 

Y  come  to  Eome,  as  y  am  tryw, 

256  To  take  my  trybut  (.)  to  me  dywe, 

But  noon  fere  for  to  paye, 

By  my  werk  ^e  schaft  asay ; 

For  fe  Emperour  Constantyne 
260  pat  was  fe  Soone  of  Elyne, 
pat  was  a  Breton  of  fis  lond, 
Conquered  Eome  wyth  hys  hond, 

And  so  3e  owef  me  tribut : 

264  Y  charge  30W  pat  pay  me  hyt. 

IT 

Also  Maximian  kyng  of  Bretamgne 
Conquered  al  france  &  Almayne, 
Lombardye,  Eome,  &  ytalye — 


THE  MESSENGERS’  REPORT  OF  ARTHUR. 
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268  By  goitre  boko's  je  may  a-spye. 

Y  am  f  eir  Eyr  &  f  eyre  lynage, 

Y  aske  30W  my  trywage.” 

bis  lez^re  was  celyd  fast, 

272  Y-take  the  Message^  on  hast ; 
Arthour  3af  ham  3yfte3  grete, 

And  chered  ham  wyf  drynk  and  Mete, 
bey  hasted  ham  to  come  hoom ; 

276  Byfor  fe  Emperowr  ]?ey  bef  coom ; 
Sainted  hym  as  reson  ys, 

And  toke  hym  fes  letterys. 
bey  seyde  to  f  e  Enrperour 
280  “  We  have  he  wyf  kyng  Arthowr ; 

But  such  ano f  er  as  he  ys  oon, 

Say  neuer  no  Man. 

He  ys  serued  on  hys  howshold 
284  Wyf  kynges,  Erles,  worthy  &  hold ; 
Hys  worthynesse,  sur  Emperour, 

Passe])  Much  ah'  3owre  ; 

He  seyde  he  wolde  hyder  come 
288  And  take  trywage  of  ah  Borne, 

We  dowtej)  last  he  wol  do  soo, 

Eor  he  ys  Myghty  ynow  fer-too.” 

How,  erst  fan  we  goo  ferfer, 

292  Every  man  fat  ys  here 
Sey  a  Pater  noster 
And  ave  wyf  gode  chere.  Ame??,. 

IT  Jjater  poster 
gihe  Iflana. 

How  stureth  hym  self  Arthozzr 
296  benkyng  on  hys  labour, 

And  gaderyf  to  hym  strenghth  aboute, 
Hys  kynges  &  Erles  on  a  rowte— - 
A  fayr  sy3t  to  Mannes  ye 
300  To  see  such  a  cheualrye,— 

2 


Lucius’s  messen¬ 
gers  return  to 
him. 


and  give  him 
Arthur’s  mes¬ 
sage. 


[leaf  -14,  back.] 

Arthur  prepares 
for  his  expedi¬ 
tion  to  Rome. 
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THE  NUMBER  OP  ARTHUR’S  HOST. 


Has  five  kings, 


with  30,000  men, 


80,000  Normans 
and 


12,000  from 
Chartres, 


10,000  Bretons, 


and  40,000 
British : 


in  all  200,000. 


Britain  is  left  in 

Mordred’s 

charge. 


The  kyng  of  Gotland, 

Also  fe  kyng  of  Irland, 

The  kyng  of  ysland  /  &  of  Orkenye, 
304  j;is  was  worthy  Maynye  ; 

The  kyng1  of  Denmark  also  was  fere, 
Jois  was  a  worthy  chere  : 

Eche  of  f  ese  vyve  at  her  venyw 
308  Brou3t  zyx  fousand  at  har  retenyw  ; 
xxx1.1  fowsand,  jch  vnderstand, 

)?es  yyf  kyngf's  hadde  on  honde. 
Than  hadde  he  out  of  Normandy e, 
312  Of  Angeoy  &  of  Almanye, 

Boloyne  (.)  Peytow  &  flaurcdres 
Fowre  skore  fowsand  harneys — 
Geryn  of  Charter  .xij.  fowsand 
316  fat  went  wyf  Artowr  ener  at  honde  ; 
Hoel  of  bretayn,  f  owsande}  ten 
Of  hardy  &  well  fyghtyng  Men ; 

Out  of  Bretaygne  hys  owne  land 
320  He  passed  fourty  fowsand 
Of  Archerys  &  off  Arblastere 
\)at  Cowf  well  fe  craft  of  werre. 

IT  In  Foot  other  Many  a  Man  Moo 
324  Able  to  feyghte  (:)  as  well  as  fo  : 
Two  hunderd  f  ousand 
Went  wyf  hym  out  of  lond, 

And  Many  moo  sykerly 
328  That  y  can  nat  nombrye, 

Arthowr  toke  fan  f e  lond 
To  Moddredes  owne  hond ; 

He  kept  al  of  er  f  yng 
332  Saue  f e  Corowne  weryng ; 

But  he  was  [fals]  of  hys  kepynge, 

As  3e  schall  hure  here  folewynge. 
Now  than  ys  Artowr  y-Come, 

336  And  hys  Ost,  to  Sowthamptone : 


Arthur  ships  at 
Southampton, 


THE  GIANT  THAT  RAVISHED  FAIR  ELAYXE. 
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Ther  was  Many  a  Man  of  Myghte  ^  Ascende&at  nauew 
J  d  °  sua?«  Hamptonie. 

Strong  &  bold  also  to  fygbte. 

Ecbe  man  bath  take  his  schuppynge, 

340  And  ys  at  hys  loghynge. 

Yp  go]?  pe  sayl  (:)  pey  saylej?  faste  : 

Arthour  owt  of  sy^t  ys  paste, 
pe  ferst  lond  pat  he  gan  Meete, 

344  EorsoJ?  hyt  was  Bareflete  ; 

Ther  he  gan  vp  furst  aryve. 

Now  weft  Mote  Arthxmr  spede  &  thryve  ! 

And  pat  hys  saule  spede  pe  better, 

348  Lat  eche  man  sey  a  pater  noster. 


[leaf  44  bk,  col.  2.] 


and  lands  at  Bar- 
fleet. 


God  speed  him ! 


IT  nosier. 

How  god  spede  Artour  weft  ! 

Hym  ys  comyng  a  nyw  bateft. 

Ther  coom  a  gyant  out  of  spayne, 

352  And  rauasched  had  fayr  Elayne ; 

He  had  brou^t  heod  vp  on  an  hulle — 
Mornyng  hyt  ys  to  hure  or  telle— 
Cosyn  heo  was  to  kyng  Hoell, 

356  A  damesel  fayr  and  genteft ; 

And  ^ut  ferfermore  to, 

He  rauasched  heore  Moder  also. 

He  dude  J?e  damesel  for  to  dye, 

360  Eor  he  myght  not  lygge  heod  bye. 
"Whan  Jhs  was  told  to  Artour, 

He  maked  Much  dolour, 

And  send  Bedewer  for  to  spye 
364  How  he  myght  come  hym  bye ; 

And  he  was  nat  Sclowh, 

But  to  pe  hulle  hym  drowh 
pat  Closed  was  wyj)  watc?*  stronge, 
368  pe  hulle  a-Mydde  gret  &  longe ; 

He  went  oner  to  fe  hulle  syde, 

And  fere  a  fonde  a  wo?ftniari)  byde, 
pat  sorwedd  &  wept  Mornynge 


A  new  foe  ap¬ 
pears,  a  Spanish 
Giant, 


who  has  slain 
fair  Elayne. 


Arthur  sends 
Bedwere  first  as 
a  spy, 


*12 


Arthur’s  fight  with  the  giant. 


and  then  (with 
Bedwere  and 
Key)  starts  on 
his  adventure. 


[1  by  in  a  later 
hand,  above.] 


He  kills  the 
Giant, 


whose  horrible 
head  is  shown  to 
the  host. 


and  St.  Mary’s 
Chapel  is  built 
in  honour  of  the 
victory. 


News  of  Lucius’s 
approach  is 
brought. 


372  For  Eleynes  def  &  departynge, 

And  bad  Bedewer  to  fie  also 
Last  he  were  ded  more  to  ; 

“  Lor  yf  fe  Gyant  fynde  f  e, 

376  W?/t7^oute  dowte  he  wvft  fe  scle.” 
Bedwer  wyf  aft  hastynge 
Tolde  Arthozfr  aft  fis  fynge. 

Amorwe  whan  fat  hyt  was  day 
380  Arthour  toke  fyder  hys  way, 

Bedewer  wyf  hym  wente,  &  keye, — 
Men  fat  cowf  e  weft  fe  weye, — - 
And  broute  Arthowr  Meyntenant 
384  Euen  1  by  fore  fe  gyant. 

Arthour  fow3t  wyf  fat  wyght  ; 

He  had  almost  ylost  hys  Myght : 

Wyf  Muche  peyne,  fru3  godde3  grace 
388  He  selowh  fe  Geant  in  fat  place, 

And  fan  he  made  Bedewere 
To  smyte  of  hys  heed  fere. 

To  f e  Ost  he  dude  hyt  brynge, 

392  And  feron  was  gret  wondrynge, 

Hyt  was  so  oryble  &  so  greet, 

More  fan  any  Horse  heed. 

Than  hadde  hoel  Ioye  ynowh 
396  Eor  fat  Arthour  so  hym  selowh  ; 

And  for  a  perpetuel  Memorie 
He  Made  a  chap  eft  of  seynt  Marye 
In  f  e  hulle  vpon  f  e  pleyne, 

400  Wyf-Inne  fat  (:)  fe  twmbe  of  Eleyne ; 
And  fat  name  wyf oute  nay 
Hyt  beref  3ut  in-to  f is  day. 

How  ys  an  ende  of  f is  fynge, 

404  And  artour  haf  nyw  tydynge  : 

Lucy  f  e  Emperour  wyf  hys  host 
Comef  fast  in  gret  host ; 

J}ey  helyf  ouer  aft  f  e  lond, 


[leaf  45] 


tombe. 


Arthur’s  men  pray  to  god. 
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408  Eowre  liunderd  fowsand 

An  Imnderd  &  foure  &  twenty, — 

Thus  herawd.es  dude  ham  rekeny ; — 

Thus  he  hadde  gadered  to  hym 
412  Of  cristiens  and  of  Sarasyn, 

Wyf  ah'  hys  wytt  &  labour 
To  destroy en  Arthour. 

Arthour  dude  wyselye, 

416  And  hadde  euer  gode  aspye 
Of  lucyes  gouernynge 
And  of  hys  f  yder  comynge  ; 

But  somme  seyde  hyt  were  folye 
420  To  fyght  a^enst  Emperour  lucie, 

For  he  hadde  sexe1  euere  a^enst  oon, 

&  couwceyled  Arthour  to  he  &  goon. 

Wyf  fe  Emperour  come  kynges  Many  oon, 

424  And  aH  f eire  power  hoolt  &  soom ; 

Stronger  men  My^t  no  man  see, 

As  fulf  of  drede  as  fey  myght  he ; 

But  /  Arthour  was  nat  dysmayd, 

428  He  tryst  on  god,  &  was  wel  payd, 

And  prayd  f  e  hye  trynyte 
Euer  hys  help  forto  he ; 

And  all  hys  Men  wyf  oo  voyse 
432  Cryede  to  god  wyf  Oo  noyse, 

“  Eader  in  heuene,  fy  wyll  he  doon ; 

Defende  fy  puple  fram  f eire  foon, 

And  lat  nat  f  e  hef  on  Men 
436  Destroye  fe  puple  crystien  : 

Haue  Mercy  on  f  y  se[r]uantis  bonde, 

And  kepe  ham  fram  f  e  hef  on  honde ; 

I  read  this  sepe  before ;  but  now  I  read  it  sexe  ;  for  though  the 
x  is  not  like  that  of  ax,  1.  85,  or  of  axes ,  1.  463,  Maxymyan,  507, 
nest  508,  Saxoynes,  521,  &c.,  yet  it  is  something  like  that  of  the 
1  Xristianitas  durat  ’  of  the  headlines  of  the  English  pages,  and  the 
1  Destructio  xreanitatw  ’  of  the  headline  on  the  back  of  leaf  46,  and 
Sexaginta,  leaf  66,  back.  But  as  Arthur  had  200,000,  and  Lucius 
only  400,124,  sexe  should  be  two. 


with  an  army  of 
400,124  men." 


Some  advise 
Arthur  to  turn 
and  flee, 


[leaf  45,  col.  2.] 


but  he  trusts  in 
God, 


to  whom  his 
soldiers  pray 


to  keep  them  from 
the  heathen’s 
hands. 
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THE  BATTLE  BETWEEN  ARTHUR  AND  LUCIUS. 


Arthur’s  “  For¬ 
ward  ! " 


Maledictus  qni 
conjldet  in 
humine. 


The  battle  be¬ 
gins. 


[leaf  45,  back.] 


Men  are  wetshod 
with  brains  and 
blood. 


J)e  Muchelnesse  of  Men  sainfayle 
440  Ys  nat  victorie  in  Batayle ; 

But  after  f  e  wylf  fat  in  lienene  ys, 

So  fe  victorie  fallef  y-wys.” 

Than  seyd  Arthour,  “  hyt  ys  so  : 

444  Auant  Baner,  &  be  Goo.” 

Now  frendes  aft,  for  goddes  loue, 
Beref  ^owre  hertes  to  god  aboue, 

And  seyef  ^owre  prayeris  faste, 

448  plat  we  weft  spede  furst  &  laste. 

IT  Jlaier  nosier. 

The  emperour  tryst  on  hys  men, 

And  fat  haf  bygyled  hym ; 

Forsothe  hyt  most  nede^  be  so, 

452  For  fey  bef  cursed  fat  weft  hyt  do, 
Such  aft  myght  comef  of  god ; 

To  tryst  on  hym,  y  hold  hyt  good, 
Lucye  haf  pyght  his  pauelon 
456  And  sprad  wyf  pryde  his  gmzfanon  ; 
His  claryons  blastes  fuft  grete  blywe, 
Archeris  schot  (:)  Men  ouer-thrywe ; 
Bowes,  arwes,  &  arblastere 
460  Schot  sore  aft  y-vere ; 

Quarels,  arwes,  fey  fly  smerte ; 
pie  fyched  Men  f m3  heed  &  herte ; 
Axes,  sperys,  and  gysarmes  gret, 

464  Clefte  Many  a  prowt  Mamies  heed  : 
Hors  &  steedes  gan  to  grent, 

And  deyde  wyf  stroke  fat  fey  hente ; 
Many  a  man  f  ere  lost  hys  lyf, 

468  Many  on  was  wedyw  fat  was  wylf ; 
j^ere  men  were  wetschoede 
Aft  of  Brayn  &  of  blode ; 

Gret  rywth  hyt  was  to  seyn 
472  ])e  feltes  fuft  of  men  y-scleyn ; 

Lucy  f  e  Emperour  also  was  dede  ; 


Lucius  is  slain, 


ARTHUR  WINS,  AND  BURIES  THE  DEAD. 
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But  ho  hym  sclowh,  y  can  nat  rede  3 
He,  for  alt  hys  grete  Benourc, 

476  A3enst  Arthour  hadde  no  fusourc, 

Ho  more  fan  haue  twenty  schep 
A^enst  vyve  wolfe^  greet. 

To  god  be  euere  alle  honowe3  ! 

480  The  falde  was  hys  &  Arthoure3. 
Arthour,  as  he  scholde  done, 

Sende  lucyes  body  to  Borne. 

Whan  f  e  Bomeynes  say  fis, 

484  f  o  fey  dradde  Artho ur  &  hys. 

Also  he  buryed  Bedewere 
Hys  frend  and  /  hys  Botyler, 

And  so  he  dude  other  Echon 
488  In  Abbeys  of  Belygyon 
fiat  were  cristien  of  name ; 

He  dude  to  alle  f  e  same ; 

And  dude  for  ham  Masse  synge 
492  Wyth  solempne  song  &  offrynge, 

And  bood  fere  for  to  rest 
Tyll  fat  wynter  was  past, 

Bofe  he  (.)  hys  Men  echone 
496  Seruyd  god  in  deuocione, 
fankyng  god  of  hys  My3t 
fat  kepef  hys  seruawntez  ry3t, 

And  suffref  noon  for  to  spylle 
500  fat  hym  louef  &  tryste  wylle  : 
f  us  worschup  god  dude  certeyn 
To  Englond,  fat  f  o  was  Bretayn  ; 
f  e  More  Breteyn  Englond  ys— 

504  As  men  may  rede  on  Crony clys — 
By3end  f  e  See  Bretayne  per  ys, 
fat  haf  hys  name  forsof e  of  f is, 

For  fe  kyng  Maxymyan, — 

508  f  e  next  after  Octauyan, — 

He  conquered  all  Armoryk, 


not  able  to  stand 
against  Arthur. 


Arthur  sends 
Lucius’s  body  to 
Rome, 


buries  Bedwere 
and  others 


in  Abbeys, 


and  stays  the 
winter. 


thanking  God 


for  His  honour 
to  England. 

[Of  the  difference 
between  More  (or 
Great)  Britain, 
and  Little 
Britain.] 


Quomodo  anr/lia 
est,  Britannia 
rnaior,  &  quare 
niaior 

[If.  45  bk,  col.  2.] 
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OP  THE  WELSH  AND  STINKING  SAXONS. 


Armorica. 


Little  Britain  is 
called  after  Great 
Britain. 


How  the  Welsh¬ 
men  call  the 
English  “  stink¬ 
ing  Saxons.” 


Arthur  is  pre¬ 
paring  to  cross 
the  mountains  to 
Rome, 


when  he  hears  of 
Mordred’s 
treachery ; 


512 


516 


520 


524 


528 


532 


536 


540 


And  to  f  e  Reme  named  hyt  lyk  : 

Amorica  on  latyn  me  cleped  pat  lond, 

Tyl  Maxymyan  colVjqueryd  hyt  wyt/?  honde, 
And  called  hyt  lyte  bretayne  fan, 

So  hy3t  p is  lond  fat  he  coom  fram ; 

For  perpetuelf  Mynde  of  grete  Bretayne 
He  called  hyt  lyte  Bretayne, 
fiat  Men  schulde  kepe  in  Mynde  &  wytt 
How  f is  lond  conqueryd  hytt ; 

For  Walsch  Men  bef  Bretowns  of  kynde — 

Know  fat  welt  fast  on  Mynde— 

Englysch  men  bef  Saxoynes, 
fiat  bef  of  Engistes  Soones  ; 

There-fore  f  e  walsch  man  Breton 
Seyj,  &  clepefi  vs  “ Sayson”  fg$*£EZZ  ™’P’ee, 
And  seyf  (.)  “  taw  or  (.)  Peyd  Sayson  brourat  ”  1 
"Whan  he  ys  wroth  (:)  or  ellys  drownke ; 

Hanyng  Mynde  of  Engystis  Men 
fiat  wyth  gyle  sclow  f eyre  kyn : 

At  f  e  place  of  f  e  Stonehenge 
Jut  fey  f enkef  for  to  venge : 

And  fat  hyt  neuere  be  so, 

Seyf  a  Pater  noster  more  to. 

IT  |Jater  nosier. 

How  turne  we  to  onre  labour, 

And  lat  vs  speke  of  Arthour : 

He  cast  on  herte  sone 
After  fat  to  go  to  Rome, 

And  spak  of  Passage  &  hys  wey 
Forth  ouer  Mont  Ioye. 

And  sone  after  vpon  an  owr 
He  hurde  of  Mordred  the  treto ur 


99 


1  Pughe’s  abridged  Dictionary  gives  tau,  v.a.  be  still ;  taw,  s.m. 
and  adj.  quiet,  silence,  silent ;  paid ,  s.m.  a  cessation,  quiet ;  bront, 
a.  nasty,  filtby,  surly.  Or,  says  Dr.  Benj.  Davies,  you  must  take  as 
equal  to  the  modern  Welsh  wr ,  man,  if  it  is  not  English ;  peyd  is 
cease,  pause  ;  taiv,  be  silent. 


of  mordred’s  treachery  and  Arthur’s  return. 


1 


That  hadde  alt  J)is  lond  on  warde — 
Euytt  moot  such  fare,  and  harde  ! 
Who  may  best  bygyle  a  man 
544  But  such  as  he  tryst  vpan'? 

])ei  ys  no  man  wel  nye,  y  tryste, 

P at  can  be  waar  of  hadde  wyste. — 
Mordred,  jus  falss  Man, 

548  Much  sorw  po  bygan; 

He  stuffed  alle  castells 
Wyj>  armyre  &  yytells, 

And  strenghthed  hym  on  eche  syde 
552  Men  of  contreys  ferre  &  wyde  : 

He  toke  pe  qweene,  Arthoure^  wyff, 
Ajenst  goddes  lawe  &  gode  lyff, 

And  putte  heore  to  soiourne  J>o 
556  At  Euerwyk  (:)  god  yyf  hym  wo. — - 
Yhork  ys  Euerwyk  (:) 

&  so  me  callej?  hyt. — 

Arthowr  aryved  at  Whytsond 
560  Wyth  gret  Myght  &  strong  hond, 

And  Mordred  sain^  fayl 
3af  hym  po  a  strong  batayl ; 

Many  a  man,  as  y  rede, 

564  p at  day  was  pere  dede  ; 

Arthoures  ne  vew  Waweyn 
pat  day  was  peie  y-sclayn, 

And  ojjer  kny^tes  Many  moo  : 

568  pan  Arthour  was  heuy  &  woo. 
Mordred  fly  toward  Londou?i  ; 

He  most  nat  come  in  pe  ton n  : 
pan  fled  he  to  Wy?ichester 
572  And  wyth  hys  Mayne  kep  hym  Jjed  j 
And  Arthour  on  gret  haste 
Pursywed  after  hym  faste. 

Mordred  w?/t7?oute  fayle 
576  Pled  in-to  Cornewayle. 


[leaf  46.] 

how  the  traitor 
had  seized  the 
queen,  his  (Ar¬ 
thur’s)  wife. 


and  put  her  at 
York. 


Arthur  then 
comes  home. 


fights  Mordred, 


and  Gawain  is 
slain. 


Mordred  flies  to 
London, 


and  then  to  Corn¬ 
wall. 
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The  Queen 
turns  nun  at 
Carlyon. 


Gawain 


is  buried  in 
Scotland. 


Northern  men 
and  others  come 
to  Arthur. 


[leaf  46,  col.  2.] 


He  gives  Mor 
dred  battle. 


fiellum  arthuri 
apxxd  Camelerto- 
jium  in  Cornubia. 


Mordred  is  slain, 
Arthur  wounded. 


and  carried  to 
Avelon,  or 

Auelona  .i.  in¬ 
sula  pom  ora  w 
Glastonia. 


Arthur’s  last  battle  with  mordred. 

The  qwene  wypoute  lesyng 
Hurde  of  pis  tydyng, 

And  how  Mordred  was  flow, 

580  And  how  to  Cornewale  he  hym  drow. 
Heo  of  Mercy  hadde  noon  hoope, 
Ther-for  he  dnde  on  a  Busset  cote, 

And  to  Carlyon  ys  prenyly  Bonne, 

584  And  made  heore  self  po  a  hTonne ; 

Ero  pat  place  nener  heo  wende, 

But  of  heore  lyf  pere  made  an  ende. 
Waweynes  body,  as  y  reede, 

588  And  other  lordes  pat  weere  deede, 
Arthour  sente  in-to  skotlonde, 

And  buryed  ham  pere,  y  vndmtonde. 
Muche  folke  perhenne  he  toke  po, 

592  Of  hr orthumber-lond  also 

Fram  dyverse  places  to  Arthowr  come 
Hys  wylt  to  werk  &  to  done  : 

Thus  he  sembled  a  full  gret  Ost ; 

596  To  Cornewayle  he  drawep  hym  fast 
After  pat  Mordred  pe  trayto ur 
)?at  hadde  do  hym  Much  dyshonowr. 
That  ii&tour  hadde  gret  Strength 
600  And  fulled  pat  lond  on  brede  &  length, 
Such  a  batett  as  pere  was  redy  po 
Hadde  neuer  Arthour  byfore  y-doo  : 
They  fow^t  tyl  per  come  doim  bloode 
604  As  a(.)  Eyver  or  (.)a(.)  flood ; 
j)e y  fow3t  euer  sore  &  sadde  ; 

Men  nyst  ho  pe  betere  hadde  ; 

But  at  pe  last  Certeyn 
608  Was  Mordred  &  alle  hys  y-sclayn; 

And  Arthur  y-bete  wyp  wouwde, 

He  Myght  not  stonde  on  groimde  j 
But  on  lyter  ry3t  anon 
612  Was  brow3t  to  Auelon 


ARTHUR  IS  BURIED  AT  GLASTONBURY. 
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pat  was  a  place  fayr  &  Mury ; 

Now  hyt  hootej  Glastyngbury. 

Ther  Arthowr  Jat  worthy  kyng 
616  Maked  hys  lyues  endyng  j 

But  for  he  shaped  pat  bateB  y-wys, 

Bretons  &  Cornysch  seyej  J)us, 

“  p&t  he  leuyth  ^ut  prirde. 

620  And  schaB  come  &  he  a  kyng  a^e.” 

At  glastyngbury  on  Je  qweer 
pej  made  Artowre^  tou??ibe  Jere, 

And  wrote  wyth  latyn  vers  Jus, 

624  Hie  iacet  Arthurus,  rex  quonda??z,  rex  que  future. 
Thys  was  Jus  forsoje  ydone 
pe  yheer  after  Je  Incarnacione, 

Vyf  hundred  (.)  fourty  &  two. 

628  Now  sane  vs  alle  fra  woo 
Ihesu  cryst,  heuenly  kyng, 

&  grau?zt  ys  alle  hys  blessyng ; 

And  Jat  hyt  Moote  so  be, 

632  SeyeJ  alle  Pater  &  Aue. 

IT  J3ahr  noster  /  gate  / 

Ho  pat  woB  more  loke, 

Peed  on  Je  frensch  boke, 

And  he  schaB  fynde  Jere 
636  Bynges  Jat  y  leete  here. 

But  yf  Jat  god  wolle  grau-zzte  grace, 
y  schaB  rehercy  in  Jis  place 
Alle  Je  kyngez  Jat  after  were, 

640  And  what  names  at  Jey  here ; 

And  ho  Jat  woB  Jeyre  gestes  loke, 

Peed  on  Je  Prensch  boke.  Amen  hat. 

[On  the  back  of  leaf  46  follows  :  ‘  Destructa’o  christiamtsdis  J 
Et  reformacio  eiusdew.  Constantinus.  Post  Arthurum 
regnauit  Constantiuws,  films  Cador,  Comit/s  Cornubie, 
nepos  Arthuri  j  iste  coustantinws  interfecit  duos  hlios 
Mordredi  spurios,  qui  Mouerwnt  bellmn  contra  enm 
propfer  pafrem  eor uni?  &c.,  &c.] 


Glastonbury, 
where  he  dies, 


and  is  buned, 
542. 


Anno  Aomini 

qumgentesiywo 

quadragesiwo 

seCM/ido. 


Read  the  French 
Book  for  the  rest. 


WORDS. 


a,  lie,  1.  370. 

alowte,  1.  116,  bowed  down  to. 
aspye,  sb.  espial,  1.  416 ;  vb.  ascer¬ 
tain,  11.  202,  268. 
ayhe,  again,  L  126. 
beeme,  sb.  '?  noise,  display,  from 
A.S.  beme ,  a  trumpet,  1.  108. 
doelle,  1.  101,  sorrow, 
falde,  1  480,  felt,  1.  472 ;  field, 
foon,  1.  434,  foes, 
fusoun,  gain,  victory,  1.  476.  L. 
fusio,  outpouring,  plenty ;  com¬ 
mon  in  Scotland  for  ‘pith, 
bottom.’ 

fyched,  pierced,  1.  462. 
goom,  man,  1.  166. 
gysarme,!.  463.  II all  ebarde,  pique, 
hache.  Boquefort. 
hadde  wyste,  1.  546,  had  I  known 
(how  it  would  have  turned  out). 
See  Nares,  and  the  Poem  “  Be¬ 
ware  of  had-I-wyst,”  that  he 
quotes.  “Beware  of  had-I-wyst, 
whose  fine  bringes  care  and 
smart.” 

hawted,  exalted,  1.  113. 
he,  she,  1.  582. 
heo,  1.  581,  she. 

helyth,  cover  (or  pour  out,  hele 
TV  fits.,  hale  Dorset.),  1.  407. 
hente,  1.  96,  took ;  1.  466,  received, 
hufie,  1.  399,  hill, 
last,  lest,  1.  289. 
leete,  1.  63  6,  leave,  omit, 
loghynge,  lodging,  I.  344. 
lynage,  descendant,  1.  269. 
meyntenaunt,  1.  383,  presently, 
soon. 


muchelnesse,  sb.  muchness,  num¬ 
ber  and  power,  1.  439. 
mynde,  remembrance,  1.  527. 
nyst,  1.  606,  ne  wyst,  knew  not. 
oo,  one,  1.  49,  135. 
pyght,  1.  455,  pitched, 
raply,  1.  87,  quickly, 
rees,  1.  524,  rush,  stir  ? 
remes,  1.  209,  realms, 
sayle,  assail,  attack,  L  12. 
scley,  slain,  1.  212. 
skyle,  sb.  reason,  1.  17. 
soue^  (?),  sough,  moan,  1.  88. 
that,  ye  who,  1.  1 ;  those  who,  1. 
42,  84. 

theoband  (1.  178),  is,  I  expect, 
miswritten  for  theoband ;  A.S. 
\eodan,  to  join ;  ge-\eod-an,  to 
join,  associate, 
therhenne,  thence,  1.  591. 
tho,  1.  138,  then, 
toke,  gave,  1.  329. 
try  wage,  1.  270,  288,  truage,  tri¬ 
bute. 

venge,  have  revenge,  take  venge¬ 
ance,  1.  530. 
verrament,  truly,  1.  32. 
was,  whose,  1.  248. 
whas,  whose,  1.  198,  201. 
wood,  wild,  mad,  1.  211. 
ydoon,  done,  spent,  1.  72. 
ye,  1.  299,  eye. 
ylete,  let,  1.  194. 
ytake,  taken  to,  given  to,  1.  272. 
y-vere,  together,  1.  460. 
ywyss,  certainly,  1.  46. 


